THE LANCET. 


Vou. I.) 


THE 


HOSPITALS OF PARIS. 


A connectep view of the hospitals of 
Paris having long and often been de- 
manded from us, we seize an opportu- 
nity of complying with the demand,* and 
supply an hiatus which exists in this 
country in the statistics of forcign medi- 
cine. 

The establishments for the relief of the 
sick and iafirm at Paris may be distin- 
guished into two kinds,—one consisting 
of the hospitals, properly so called; the 
other comprising what are denominated 
“hospices,” or houses for the reception of 
infants, and of old people who are affected 
with diseases supposed to be incurable. 

There are fourteen hospitals scattered in 
different parts of the city, and of these the 
most extensive, the oldest, and the most 
celebrated, is the Hotel Dieu ; next in rank 
to the Hotel Dien comes the Hopital dela 
Charité, in the rue Jacob; and then fol- 
low La Pitie, in the rue Copeau; S¢é. 
Louis, rue St. Louis ; the Hopital des En- 
Jans Malades, and the Hopital Necker, 
situated next to one another in the rue 
de Sevres; the Hopital St. Antoine, rue 
du faubourg St. Antoine; the Hopital 
Cochin, rue du faubourg St. Jacques ; the 
Hopital Beaujon, rue du faubourg St. 
Roule; the Hopital des Veneriens, some- 
times called the Hopital du Midi, or the 
Capucins, rue des Capucins ; the Hopital 
des Enfans Trouves ; the Maison Royale de 
Sante, rue’ du faubourg St. Denis; the 
Maison d’' Accouchment, or La Materaiteé ; 
and, finally, the Clinical Hospital of the 
Faculty, Place de l’Ecole de Médecine, 
which has been opened within the last few 
weeks, 





* We are, onfortanately, prevented by an acci- 
dent from publishing the /6th lectare of M. Magen- 
die’s course in oar present number. We exceedingly 
regret the cireumstance, but the postponement will nut 
extend beyond the week, 
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The Hospices are cight in number; the 
two chief are Saltpetriere and Bicetre, 


| containing, one 5400 beds, the other above 


3000. Besides these two immense esta- 
blishments we have the Hospice des In- 
curables Hommes ; the Hospice des Inen- 
rebles Femmes; L’ Hospice des Menages ; 
L' Hospice des Orphelins ; L’ Hospice de la 
Rochefoucault; and L'Institution de St. 
Perire. Before entering on a descrip- 
tion of each hospital in particular, we shall 
give a few statistical observations on these 
establishments in general, for most of 
which we are indebted to a work lately 
published by M. Mitne Epwarps. 

The number of patients admitted into 
the civil hospitals of the city of Paris in 
1807 was 37,473; in 1817 this number 
amounted to 41,000; and in 1827 it had 
reached the sum of 53,000; the average 
admittances for seven years between 1819 
and 1825, was 47,166, giving a proportion 
of 1 to 48 of the whole inhabitants of the 
city. 

The average duration of time which 
each patient remains in the hospitals is 55 
days, and the mortality is as:1 to 8.37. 

The expense of keeping up the hospi- 
tals and hospices, which is defrayed by a 
few legacies, but chiefly by taxes raised 
on the theatres, on the pawnbrokers’ shops, 
&c., amounts to about 2,700,000 franes for 
the former, and 3,000,000 for the latter, or 
1,080,000 and 1,200,000 pounds sterling; 
and each patient costs in the hospitals one 
franc fifteen sols, in the hospices one 
franc seventeen sols, per day. 

The hospitals and hospices are under 
the exclusive direction of a_ committee 
called the ‘‘ Council Genera! of'Hospitals,” 
named, we believe, by the government, 
and at present composed of the Prefects 
of the Seine and the Police, the Dean of 
the Faculty, the President of the Chamber 
of Deputies, and five or six marquises, 
dukes, barons, and commoners. The exe- 


| cutive part is entrusted to a “ commission 


administrative,” and each principal hospi- 


‘tal has an agent de surveillance, who lives 


in the establishment, and who directs all 

the interior concerns, the police, expenses, 

The surgeons and physicians of the 
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hospitals are appointed by the Minister of 
the Interior, on the recommendation 
the Council General, who send in to him 
a list of three names, usually selected 
from the medical officers of the Bureau 
Central. However, from a late incident 
it would appear that the Council General 
assumes the nomination, and only refers to 
the Minister on special occasions. To fill 
the office of head physician the candidate 
must be at least fifty years of age, and 
have been employed during ten years in 
the civil or military hospitals; for physi- 
cian it requires forty years of age, and 
twelve years of doctorate. The pupils at- 
tached to the hospitals are distinguished 
into infernes and externes. 

The internes have the charge of the pa- 
tient during the absence of the medical 
men. They are bound to make the even- 
ing visit, administer any pressing assist- 


ance which may be required on the mo- | 


ment, keep an account of the cases, &c. 
The internes are appo 
from candidates of all nations. Their office 
lasts generally for four years. They are 
lodged, and have about 20/. per annum, 
fire, &c. 

The externes are also chosen by con- 
cours. Their duty is to aid and supply 
the internes. Besides this, each medical 
officer is attended, during his visit, by an 
eleve en pharmacie, who acts as apothe- 
cary. And in the four hospitals where 
the cliniques of the faculty are given, there 
is a chef de clinique, whose duty it is to 
collect observations, and make the autop- 
sies, &c., for the professor. 
pointed by the dean, and have 20/. per 
annum, with lodging. Finally, the duty 
of nurses is performed by the seurs hospi- 
taliers, better known as Sisters of Charity. 
There is about one to every five or six pa- 
tients. 

Patients, desirous of being admitted into 
the hospitals, must address themselves to 
a committee, who sit near the Hotel Dieu. 
This, the dureau central, is composed of 
twelve physicians and six surgeons, all 
chosen by concours. They examine the 
patients, and give them tickets of admis- 


sion to their special hospitals ; but in any | 


case of emergency the patient is admitted 
by the agent de surveillance on the advice 
of the interne. 


HOTEL DIEU. 


This is the largest and most ancient of 
the Parisian hospitals. The two immense 
ranges of building which compose it, are 


erected, one on each side of the bank of | late 


the river Seine, and are connected - 
ther by a covered wooden bridge. e 
great mortality which formerly prevailed 


inted by concours, | 


They are ap- 


THE HOTEL DIEU AND 


in this hospital was attributed to its unfa- 


of vourable situation; but other causes, of a 


different nature, which are now happily 
removed, contributed in a much greater 
degree to this result. As late as the mid- 
dle ofthe last century, the patients were 
crowded together, without any distinction 
of disease, or any regard for the conse- 
quences which invariably arise when suf- 
ficient space is not allowed for a free cir- 
culation of fresh air through the wards. 
At that time the hospital was surrounded 
by houses ; the number of beds was dou- 
ble what it is at present; patients affected 
with contagious diseases and mental aliena- 
tion, the old and infirm, lying-in women, 
in short, those labouring under every pos- 
sible disease, were indiscriminately admit- 
ted, and crowded together, four in each 
bed, and on some occasions six, or even 
more. 

But these and many other abuses have 
been long since removed ; and the Hotel 
Dieu is now not only the hospital where 
the patients are best treated, but one of 
the most healthy in the capital. 


The number of beds amounts to a little 
more than 1000; and the service of the 
| hospital is administered by three surgeons, 
ten physicians, nineteen internes, and 
‘eighty-four externes and eleves en phar- 
macie. In the year 1833, the number of 
| patients admitted were 16,992, of whom 
| 1783 died, giving a mortality of 1 to 9.5. 
| Adynamic fevers and hospital gangrene, 
}once so frequent, are now rarely seen; but 
| inflammations of the internal viscera are 
very frequent after surgical operations. 
| For the last fifteen years the body of every 
| patient who died in the hospital has been 
carefully examined; and the autopsies 
‘have clearly shown this remarkable cir- 
mengpnny that the greater number of 
| those cut off during the after-treatment of 
| surgical disease, fell victims to an inflam- 
{mation of the chest, abdomen, or some 
‘other internal viscus ; hence general and 
local bleeding, refrigerants, counter-irri- 
tants, &c., are very generally used; while, 
for nearly 3000 patients, not more than a 
pound of bark internally, and a few pounds 
| externally, are consumed during the course 
of the year. . 

The surgeons of the Hotel Dieu are 
MM. Dupvuyrren, Brescuet, and San- 
son, who divide between them about 224 
beds. Itis unnecessary for us to say any 
thing of the first, who is already suffi- 
ciently known as one of the most distin- 
guished surgeons in Europe. Before his 
illness, M. Duruyrren used to lec- 
ture five times a week, and spend at least 
four or five hours per day in the hospital ; 
his methods of treating artificial anus, 
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spots in the cornea, gangrena senilis, &c., 
are familiar to every one. 

During the year 1822, 280 cases of frac- 
ture were treated in the hospital, almost 
all by simple position of the limb; and 
fractures of the neck of the femur and hu- 
merus, exclusively in this manner. During 
the same year there were 111 amputations 
of limbs or tumours; 62 operations for 
cataract; 33 for strangulated hernia, and 





The number of beds is 624, and about 
8400 patients are annually treated. The 
surgeons are MM. Lisrrane and Vet- 
peau. The former, better known by what 
he has done than what he has written, has 
the merit of having, as it it were, created 
in Paris the School of Operative Surgery, 
and of having made improvements of great 
value in most of the operative processes 
employed. M. Lisrranc delivers clinical 





8 for stone. The amputations are ge- | lectures every day in the week, and every 
nerally made with the circular flap ; the | now and then treats of diseases of the 
cases of hernia are operated on at a very | uterus, a subject upon which he has con- 
early period, and the operation of depres- | ceived some ingenious ideas. He was in 
sion is the favourite one for cataract. The the habit of introducing the speculum once 
operation for the stone succeeds, according a week into all his female patients, and 
to M. Durvyrren’s account, in five-sixths showing the state of the os uteri to the 
of the cases; for hernia, in three-fifths; numerous pupils who follow his visit. 

for cataract, in seven-eighths: and that for | The junior surgeon, M. VeLpeav, now 
fistula lacrhymalis, by the introduction of| clinical professor to the faculty, lectures 
a canula of gold or platinum, in nineteen- every day also at half-past seven o'clock 
twentieths. lin the morning. 

M. Brescwer, the second surgeon, is, The physicians attached to the hospital 
also well known by his works on compa- | of La Pitie are, Messrs. Sennes, ANDRAL, 
rative and pathological anatomy ; he has|Lovis, CLement, and Parent-Ducna- 
lately introduced a new method of treat- | TELET, most of them distinguished men. 
ing varicocele by compression; the good|M. Serres has made a name for himself 
effects of which may be daily seen in his) by his works on the pathology and ana- 
wards. ‘tomy of the nervous system, and by his 

M. Sanson, in addition to his clinical discoveries in transcendant anatomy; he 
lectures, has also established, at the a ~ about (we hear) to publish a complete 
pital, a clinique for diseases of the eye. work on the pathological anatomy of the 

The medical service comprises ten phy- | nervous system. 
sicians, who have between them 776 beds : M. ANDRAL, professor of internal pa- 
the number of patients in the medical | thology to the hi aculty, if not the most 
wards amounts to about 9000 per annum; brilliant of professors, is certainly one of 
and the mortality is as one to thirteen.|the most distinguished physicians in Eu- 
Of the physicians, we can only mention | rope, few of whom can cope with him in 
M. Cuomex (who delivers an excellent | a knowledge of pathological anatomy, and 
clinique three times a week, and who is | especially in the art of forming a correct 
favourably known by his works on gene- diagnosis of disease. The clinical produc- 
ral pathology and typhus fever) ; M. Ma-| tions of M. ANpRAL are well known to 
GENpte and M.REcaMIER ; the latter prac- | most of our readers. Indeed, we have 
titioner employs, with much success, com-| nothing in English literature which can 
pression, in the treatment of cancerous | be compared with them, if we except the 
affections, and is a strong advocate for’! similar procucti on of Dr. ABERCROMBIE, 
cold affusion in cases of fever. Besides the whose treatise on diseases of the brain, 


clinique of M. Cuomen, which he de-| 
livers as professor to the School of Medi- 
cine, MM.Piorry and Trovsseav lec- 
ture three times a week on the patients 
confided to their care. 





HOPITAL DE LA PITIE. 


This hospital, situated close to the Gar- 
den of Plants, is composed of several 
ranges of buildings, enclosing large airy 
courts, in which the convalescents enjoy 
the benefit of exercise. It was opened in 
the year 1809, as an appendix to the Hotel 
ov: but rapidly rose in importance ; and 
has, b md | the talents of its surgeon-in-chief, 

the reputation of being one of the 
io which a student can attend. 





&e., even the French themselves allow to 
equal M. AnDRAL’s last volume. 

The practice of M. Anprat in the 
Hopital la Pitié always affords something 
replete with interest. He has already 
made an extensive range of experiments 
with the contra-stimwulants, and has just 
terminated a similar essay with purgative 
medicines, the result of which we may 
probably, at a future period, make public. 

M. Lovts is the favourite professor ot 
the English and Americans, of whom in- 
deed his class is almost exclusively com- 
posed. He is reputed to be the physician 
best versed in diseases of the chest, which 
he has made his special study; he de- 
livers clinical lectures during the spring 
and summer months. 
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Of MM. Parent-Ducuatecet and 
C.iement, we know nothing particular. 
The former has published some excellent 
papers on public hygeine and legal medi- 
cine. 





HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE. 


This hospital, situated in the rue Jacob, 
on the left bank of the Seine, but not close 
to the river, like the Hotel Dieu, was 
founded in 1607. It contains nearly 500 
beds; the average number of patients 
treated is from five to six thousand, and 
the mortality amounts to about fourteen 
for each 100 patients. 

The surgeons of La Charité are M. 
Rovx and M. Gversots, a military sur- 
geon, who has been lately appointed to 
the vacancy left by the death of Boyer. 

M. Rovcx, one of the professors of clini- 
cal surgery to the faculty, is considered 
one of the best operators in the French 
capital, though, from some reason or 
other, his patients generally die. We can- 
not say from experience that the after 
treatment of M. Rovx is decidedly bad, | 


of nux vomica in paralysis, and he has also 
made some interesting experiments on the 
action of urea on the urinary system. 

M. Rayer, author of a work on dis- 
eases of the skin, is about to produce a 
new work on the same subject, accom- 
panied by a series of plates, illustrating 
the whole of these diseases. 





HOPITAL ST. LOUIS. 


This hospital, situated at the cxtremity 
of the faubourg du Temple, was founded 
under Henri IV. It is destined exclu- 
| sively to the reception of patients affected 

with skin diseases, scrofula, and rheuma- 
|tism. The number of patients admitted 
during the year is about 6000; but, in 
addition, there is a kind of dispensary 
| attached to the hospital, where external 
patients receive advice, medicine, and 
itickets for baths and fumigations. The 
treatment of tinea is exclusively confided 
here, as in the other hospitals of Paris, to 
the brothers Manon, and the number of 
external patients affected with the disease 
amounts yearly to 8000. The hospital 





but he operates on many patients who| contains 72 baths, 15 large apparatuses for 
have been considered unfit by Baron Dv-! fumigating, and a large chamber contain- 
PUYTREN at the Hotel Dieu. M. Rovx| ing vapour-baths, &c. The main part of 
prefers the method of continued extension | the treatment at this hospital consists in 
to that of position in cases of fracture, as| the administration of baths, and fumigation 
employed at the Hotel Dieu, and he invari-| with various substances: thus, during the 
ably extracts the cataract ; he is peculiarly! year 1833, there were given to the house 
famous for the dexterity with which he! patients, baths, 5141; fumizations, 8882; 
performs this latter operation; indeed we| douches, 4515. Total, 18,539. For the 
saw him extract nineteen lenses at one! dispensary patients, baths, 43,760; fu- 
sitting, and left the amphitheatre when! migations, 37,118; douches, 1726. Total, 
six more cases remained for operation. | 82,604. 

M. Rovx has improved surgery by his| The mortality of this hospital is natu- 
methods of uniting the divided palate and rally feeble, being about 1 in 16. The 
ruptured perineum. In the first of these | average duration of treatment is 60 days. 
operations, which he has performed now! The surgical part contains 186 beds, 
sixty-four times, he has been peculiarly distributed between M.RicueRanp, author 
fortunate. We have said that operations|of the physiology, M. Jonert, and M. 
are much more frequent at La Charité! Gerpy, who was lately elected by concours 
than at the Hofel Diev, considering the |as professor of surgical pathology. The 
number of patients. Thus, in the year| physicians are, MM. Emery, ALIBERT, 


| 
| 
| 


1822, when the number of surgical cases | 
amounted only to 800, there w ere,—ami- | 
putations, 44; cataracts, 43; fistula in ano, 
a strangulated hernia, 14; lithotomy, 


The physicians of La Charité are, MM. 
Fovevier, Leruinier, Ruiwier, and 
Rayer. M. Fovavurer, one of the clini- 
cal professors of medicine to the faculty 
though little known by his writings, en- 
joys a high practical reputation; unlike 
the other professors, he gives his clinique 
at the bed-side of the patient. Though, 
in some measure, a believer in the Brovs- 
Sain doctrines, M. Fovevrer teaches the 
existence of essential fevers; he was one 
of the first to try and recommend the use 





Lucon, Brett, and Manry. 

The head physician, M. ALIBERT, pro- 
fessor of materia medica to the faculty, 
has a ward of 65 beds, containing the 
female patients. During summer he lec- 
tures on diseases of the skin every Wed- 


| nesday at ten o'clock, and shows a great 


variety of most interesting cases. His 
magnificent plates on skin diseases are 
well known to every one, but, unfortu. 
nately, are too dear for most pupils. 

M. LvcGot has 82 beds, containing the 
scrofulous patients, where his peculiar 
treatment may be observed. 

M. Brett also gives a clinique on skin 
diseases: he has the male paticuts, amount- 
ing to 112, 
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HOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. adult patients; since that period, the 
. : : , council-general has appropriated a special 
ain ae ii a establishment for the treatment of patients 
? ni H 7 

quented for instruction. It contains 262 ay og Eo of nee —— oo 
beds. The surgeon is M. Benarp, Pro- 2% O° wfene Maledee, situated in a 
fessor of Physiology to the faculty . The | healthy faubourg, at the end of the rue de 
physicians are, MM. Kare.er,GuEYRARpD, | Sevres, is composed of four parallel ranges 

of building, inclosing a large square, 








and Maitty. which is laid out as a garden. It con- 
Sinan tains 560 beds; 491 for the medical and 
HOPITAL BEAUJON. 69 for the surgical patients. The number 


This small hospital contains 166 beds.' of children annually received into this 
The physicians are MM. Renavorn and hospital, averages about 2500, and care is 
Martin-Soton. The surgeons are MM. taken to separate those affected with con- 
Marsourn and Biranpix. The number tagious diseases from the other patients; at 
of patients affected with colica pictonum least, the children affected with scabies are 
received into this hospital is usually very placed in a separate building; but those 
great, on account of its neighbourhood to labouring under small-pox, measles, and 
the extensive white-lead manufacture at’ scarlatina, are not isolated. We believe 
Clichy. Its treatment is perfectly op- the experiment of placing the small-pox 
posite to that employed at La Charité, patientsina separate ward was tried for 
and is called “the method la charité.” M. some years, but the mortality of the dis- 
Martin-SoLon commences with a pur- ease was found to be considerably aug- 
gative, composed of Jal. 12 gr.; Sulph. mented by this precaution. Indeed the 
Sode 5iv; Manne 3i: in the evening a general mortality in the hospital is great, 
purgative lavement, and an hour after, an and may be averaged at 1 for 4.50. In 
ounce of the sirup of diacodium. The cases of small-pox, the deaths are to the 
same medicines are repeated the next day, cures as ] to 2.]5, and in measles as 1 to 
and the treatment generally effects a cure between 3 and 4: and the mortality in 
in five or six days. acute internal diseases as 1 to 3.42. Thus 
in the year 1822, there were received 

HOPITAL COCHIN. 2611 patients, who may be arranged under 

A small hospital in the rue St. Jacques, the following heads, viz. 
containing 105 beds. The physicians are | Boys. 
MM. Genprin and Japiovx. The sur- ; , : 
geon is M. Boyer, son, we believe, of the Medical affections reve S19 

Surgical ditto ......-- 209 


ate Baron. 
Jate Baron |Small-pox ........ ee §S1 


}Scrofula .......se006 SI] 

Timea .cccccccccccce 46 
Founded in 1779, by Madame NeckeR,! Scabies .....-eeee++ 304 

contains 124 beds. The medical service 

is confided to MM. Bricwereau and De- | Girls. 

LAROQUE : the surgeon is M.LavuGier. The Medical . 707 \ 





acute dise 
eases. 





HOPITAL NECKER. dines 


administration general have given M. Ct- | Quicical |... ne a 
VIALE a ward in which calculous patients wal ~ _ r- os 42 
are exclusively treated by the method of Scrofula See 
lithotrity, for if we are to believe not only Tinea cht on 5 ae 
what is reported but written, the adm'-| ¢..) 505 amie de. 
nistration have been compelled to forbid | Medes pilex’ ate it ‘ 
M. Civiace to practise the operation of | Of these, 709 patients died within a period 
lithotomy, he has been so unsuccessful.| varying from twenty-four hours to two 
According to the statements of M. C1-| years. For the itch, the period of cure 
VIALE, the success attending lithotrity by | varies from twenty-one to sixty-nine days; 
the method of brayement employed at this | for tinea, the average time is 156 ; and for 
hospital has been very great; but as his | scrofula, 288 days. The physicians of the 
statements have not been confirmed in| Enfans Malades are MM. Javevor, GueER- 
the report made by MM. Larrey and| sent, and BauprLtocave ; the surgeon is 
Dovsie, we refrain from repeating them | M. Barros. 
here. The boys, girls, and scrofulous patients 
of both sexes, are severally — r4 a = 
. . ferent part of the building, and each phy- 
HOPITAL DES ENFANS MALADES.| 5 ian in the charge of tine for four 
Before the year 1802, the sick children} months in the year, after which he passes 
were mixed in the different hospitals with | to another, 


acute. i 


chronic. 











THE HOSPITALS OF PARIS. 


The treatment pursued at the Hopital! given rise to the production of any com- 
des Enfans Malades is of a very simple plete system or work on those diseases. 
kind, and except in acute inflammations Bittiarp was a pupil of the Enfans 
of some of the great viscera or their lining | 7rouves, and his work, imperfect as it is, 
membranes, active remediants are very in the therapeutical part, is confined to 
seldom had recourse to. The writer has the affections of children below two years 
been in constant attendanceon the practice | of age. M. Guersent, from whose im- 
of MM. Guersent and Bavpe.oceve for mense experience we should have a right 
the space of two years, and has se'dom | to expect a complete work, enjoys, we fear, 
or never seen anything like an active too extensive a practice to permit him to 


purgative medicine administered. Calo- 
mel, the great favourite of many English 
practitioners, is given, except in 
acute inflammation the cerebral me- 
ninges, or croup, and then with very little 
confidence in its efficacy. Every patient 
who dies in this hospital is carefully exa- 
mined after death; hence, the precise na- 
ture of the disease is in most cases ascer- 
tained, and we must confess that a great 
majority of the post-mortem examinations 
confirm the opinion entertained by the 
physicians, viz. that two-thirds of the 
children who die, are cut off by inflam- 


| write; he has, however, produced various 
articles, in the Dictionary of twenty-one 
/volumes, which merit the attention of 
every medical man. 

| M. Baupevoceve has also taken advan- 
| tage of the opportunities afforded in the 
'scrofulous wards. By a long series of ex- 
| periments, he has determined the compa- 
rative merits of all those medicines called 
anti-scrofulous, and if he has not succeed- 
‘ed in completely unveiling the nature of 
scrofula, he has at least the merit of 
having demonstrated the circumstances 
under which it is developed. 


mation (generally chronic) of the chest or | 
abdomen. Hence the expectant method, | 
as we would call it ; leechings with the use | 
of revulsives, and strict attention tothe, This hospital, otherwise called Hopital 
bowels, are more in vogue than the re- du Midi, or Des C ins, because the 
peated purging which we have seen em-, house formerly belonged to the Capucin 
ployed in England. Perhaps hospital may | friars, was appropriated, under the reign 
differ essentially from private practice, | of Lovis XVI, to the treatment of vene- 
and the forms of disease which prevail real diseases. Before that period, nothing 
where many individuals are assembled to- | could exceed the state of the unfortunate 
gether, may vary from those seen in iso-| wretches who laboured under the effects 
lated cases : however this may be, we are | of syphilis in this the most civilized and 
certain, from extensive observation, con- | most advanced of European capitals. Pre- 
firmed by a multitude of autopsies, that in | vious to the year 1785, the syphilitic pa- 
numerous cases which in England would | tients were received into the Hotel Dieu, 
be called atrophia, indigestion, diarrheea, | Salpetriere, and Bicetre; in this latter 
worms, &c., or any other name expressing hospital, twenty or twenty-five beds were 
rather the theory of a school than the | distributed amongst 200 patients; one 
diagnosis of a physician, the original cause | half of this number were compelled to 
of the disease resides in a chronic inflam-| sleep four in a bed, from eight in the 
mation or ulceration of the intestinal | eveningto one at night; the other half from 
canal. In cases of small-pox and measles, | one o'clock to seven in the morning. The 
two thirds of the children who die (at least | patients had often to wait six, nine, or 
in hospitals) are cut off by inflammation | even twelve months in the wards, before 


HOPITAL DES VENERIENS. 


of the respiratory organs; hence the me- 
dical officers of this hospital are peculiarly 
careful to examine the state of the lungs | 
in patients labouring , under the above- 
mentioned diseases 4 and apply themselves 
to combat the ‘tiflammatory affection, the 
symptoms ¢5f which are often very obscure, 
with enewgy and perseverance. We have 
seotuNd. BaupELOcauE employ the white 
oxide of antimony with considerable suc- 

cess in cases where the reduced state of 

the little patient would have rendered any 

—— of blood hazardous. 

ough the Hopital des Enfans Ma- 

lades affords the finest eae in 

Europe for the study of diseases of chil- 


any treatment was administered, and, to 
crown all, while the court revelled in un- 
bounded licentiousness, the unfortunate 
‘wre? gs. Who merely followed the example 
of their kite could not be received into 
this pig-sty, ording to the express 
enactments of the #™inistration, without 
their treatment. q ; 

At its origin, the Venere! Hospital was 
confined to the reception’, new-born 
children labouring under syphilis Game 
were suckled by nurses affected wt ee 
same disease, to whom mercury was” 
ministered. After the year 1785, the pw 
tients from Bicetre were received, ana 





dren, it is curious that it has not as yet 


since then the hospital has been gradually 
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enlarged. In 1822, the number of beds 
amounted to 612, and about 3500 patients 
are now annually admitted. Within the 
last few months, however, a change has 
taken place, and the female patients are 
for the future to be treated in a distinct 
hospital. 

Mercury, in its various preparations, 
forms the basis of treatment employed; but 


the form almost universally preferred, is | 
Van Swetren’s liquor (a solution of cor- | 


rosive sublimate); in many cases mercu- 
rial frictions are su)stituted. When se- 
condary symptoms come on and are re- 


bellious, the tisan of Feitz is employed | 


by M. CuLrerier with great success ; 
this is composed in the following man- 
ner :—Sarsaparilla $i}; Isinglass}jss; Crude 
Antimony powdered Zviii; Water lb xii. 
This is boiled down to one half, and the 
patient takes two pints of the decoction 
during the day. The surgeons of this hos- 
pital are MM. Cucierier and Ricorp. 


HOPITAL DES ENFANS TROUVES. 


This establishment was founded for the 
reception of all children (up to the age of 
two years) who are abandoned by their 
parents. The infants who appear to be 


healthy are immediately sent off to the 
country, where theyare nursed : the others 
are placed in the hospital. The latter con- 


tains 200 beds, or, more properly speak- 
ing cradles; viz. 100 for the healthy chil- 
dren, 20 for those who are weaned, and 80 
for the sick: besides these there are 120 
beds oceupied by the nurses. 

When we reflect that there are nearly 
3000 students in medicine, and more than 
3000 students in law, in the vicinity of this 
hospital, and that more than the moiety of 
this number have mistresses, without any 
means, or even inclination, to support the 
fruit of what is called “love” in the 
quartier Latin, we can readily imagine 
that a foundling hospital does not want for 
candidates ; in fact the number received 
yearly is 5000, and in 1828 reached as 
high as 5600. The mortality amongst the 
infants at the Enfans Trourcs is excessive, 
and the diseases which are most fatal are, 
hardening of the cellular tissue (sclerema, 
skin-bound), and muguet. A statistical 
view of four years, from 1808 to 1811 in- 
clusive, gives the following particulars :— 

18,500 children were received into the 
establishment; and of these 2248 were 
sent to the hospital, viz. : 

705 whose lives were in extreme danger, 
from feebleness, &c.; dead 631, cured 74. 

645 affected with induration of the cel- 
lular tissue; dead 567, cured 78. 

116 affected with aphtha, &c.; dead 92, 
cured 24. 
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| 433 cases of ophthalmia, itch, pustules, 
| &c.; dead 119, cured 153 ; 161 transferred 
| to the venereal hospital. 

| 205 cases of icterus and diarrhoea; dead 
| 154, cured 51. 

| 47 cases of convulsions ; dead 34, cured 
13. 
46 cases of tumours of various natures; 
| dead 32, cured 14. 

11 cases of fracture ; dead 5, cured 6. 

22 cases of deformity; dead 18, sent to 
the country 4. 

19 cases of hydrocephalus or spina bi- 
fida ; dead 18, sent to the country 1. 

Thus of 2248 patients, we have 1669 
deaths, and 418 cures, or a proportion of 
the former to the latter as four to one. 
Besides, this enormous mortality tekes 
place in a very short space of time, for 
during the four years of which we have 
spoken, the average sojourn of each pa- 
tient in the hospital was only nine days 
and a half. 
| The physicians are MM. Baron and 
P. Dusors; the surgeons are MM. Tueve- 
not and Avviry. 


MAISON D' ACCOUCHEMENTS, 
Otherwise called Hospice de la Maternité. 

Before the accession of BuoNAPARTE 
to the throne of the empire, pregnant 
women were received into the Hote! Dieu, 
where they were crowded, for want of suffi- 

' cient space, three or even four in the same 
bed. The consequence was, a mortality of 
one in every thirteen women delivered. To 
remedy this evil a separate establishment 
was erected for the reception of women 
who have reached the eighth month 
of pregnancy, or who are in imminent 
danger of being put to bed at any period. 
No stranger is admitted into the wards 
where they lie, and they are not even 
compelled to give in their names or places 
of abode. The number of beds in the 
Maternité is 433, viz. 150 for the women 
who attend at the moment of labour; 200 
for those already delivered; 25 for the 
children; 8 for the nurses; and 150 for 
the sages-femmes, the only pupils who are 
here admitted. 

The average length of time during 
which the women remain in the hospital 
after delivery is about eight days. During 
10 years, from 1804 to 1813 inclusive, the 

/number of patients received was 19,000, 

,and the mortality 1 to 22 deliveries. The 


{number of twin cases was about 19 per 


‘annum ; and in the 19,000 births, only 
two cases of triplets occurred. Since 1813, 
the number of receptions has considerably 
increased; thus, in 1822, the number 
amounted to 2800; and, in 1828, to 3400. 

{Of 2700 women delivered in 1814, 2400 
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declared themselves not married, and 
nearly all abandoned their children. 


CLINIQUES DE LA FACULTE. 


This is a small hospital, which has 
been erected this year, immediately oppo- 
site the School of Medicine. It contains 
about 120 beds, and is exclusively destined 
for clinical instruction. The physicians 
are, MM. Rostan and Dvsois, professors 
of medical pathology and midwifery to the 
school; and M. J. Croquet, one of the 
professors of clinical surgery. It also 
serves for the examination of the students 
of the fourth year, who are brought to the 
bed-side of the patient, and there undergo 
a truly practical epreuve, being compelled 
to form a diagnosis, and to answer all 
questions that may be addressed to them | 
on the state of the patient. As the hospi- 
tal, as yet, contains only some ten ora 
dozen of patients, we shall abstain from 
any further particulars, until a period of 
full activity arrives. 


HOSPICE DE LA SALPETRIERE., 


This immense establishment, which was 
founded by Louis XIV. for the reception 
of the beggars, is now a house of refuge 
for indigent females above 70 years of 
age, and alsoan hospital for those affected 
with mental alicnation, and cancerous 
diseases accounted incurable in the other 
hospitals. It contains no less than 5000 
beds for the poor superannuated females, 
and 400 for the sick. These latter are 
confided to the care of MM. Prorry and 
Creveitnier. M. Crevetturer has 
148 beds. The diseases most frequently 
seen in his wards are, chronic cattarrh, 
diseases of the heart, and paralysis. He 
is present at every autopsy which is made, 
and it is in this hospital that he finds the 
elements of his splendid productions in 
pathological anatomy. M. Cruvertnier 
has also the care of the iucurable can- 
cerous paticnts, amounting to about 200. 
M. Piorry has a service analogons to 
that of the preceding physician; and used 
to attract 2 number of followers by his 
remarks on auscultation and percussion. 
The epileptic patients, to the number of 
400, are uiderthe care of M.Petir. The 
remedies which he employs most con- 
stantly are baths and douches, general and 
local bleeding, valerian, and antispasmo- 
dics. 

Thirty-six surgical beds were under the | 
care of M. Lattewent, who has dicd | 
within the last few weeks. 

The deranged patients are committed 
to MM. Pariser and Mirrvre, and the | 
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fools to M. Fatret. The number amounts 
to about 1.060, and the average of recep- 
tions to 500 per annum, of whom 200 die, 
and 300 are cured,—a very high propor- 
tion of the latter, if we reflect on their 
vast age, and that many have only re- 
course to the hospital as a last resource, 


| when they have been pronounced incura- 


ble elsew here. 

The prevailing feature of the treatment 
in this portion of the hospital is extreme 
gentleness; and violent measures are ne- 
ver had recourse to under any circum- 
stances. Isolation and moral impressions 
are the main remedies trusted: these are 
seconded by baths, mild purgatives, and 
means proper to recal the evacuations, 
which in many of these cases are sup- 
pressed, 


BICETRE. 


This hospital, analogous to Salpetriere, 
is destined for indigent or deranged old 
men. The number of beds amounts to 
3000. The physicians of this establish- 
ment are, MM. Ferrus, Rocwavux, and 
Prus; the surgeon is M. Murat. The 
diseases and aflections most common are, 
paralysis, chronic bronchitis, rheumatism, 
cataract, and contused wounds. This lat- 
ter circumstance is only to be accounted 
for by the existence of a canteen in the 


hospital, at which the old gentlemen daily 


get drunk. Notwithstanding the most 
pressing efforts of the medical men for 
its suppression, the administration has not 
yet assented, merely because the sale of 
the brandy brings in 18,000 francs per 
annum. 

There is a division of incurable cancer- 
ous patients, amounting to76. The ge- 
neral mortality is 1 in 6.86, or, amongst 
the indigent, 1 in 7; deranged patients, 1 
in 6; epileptic, 1 in 1]; and cancerous, 
lin 7. 

Those affected with mental alienation 
are under the care of MM. Ferrvs and 
Letut, the former of whom gives most 
interesting lectures on his special subject. 
By their activity, all the improvements 
projected by Pinet have been executed, 
and Bicetve has now become a model of 
establishments for the alienated. The 
treatment resembles that pursued at Sal- 
petrieve, but Bicetre possesses the advan- 
tage of having attached to it a farm, upon 
which 60 of the deranged patients daily 
work.—P. H. G, 
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CLINICAL MEDICINE. 


LECTURES 
DELIVERED AT THE 
NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL, 
BY 
A. T. THOMSON, M.D., 


Physician to the Hospital, and Professor of Materia | 


Medica in the University of London. 


LECTURE VI. 


GeNTLEMEN,—The only case, in the 
male wards, admitted under my care, 
since my last lecture, is one of pithisix, in 
a brother of the Jarvises, being the third 
of the family labouiing under this irreme- 
diable disease,—a melancholy illustration 
of the influence of family predisposition. 
In making this remark, however, it is not 
intended to convey the idea that the pa- 
rents of these young men are themselves 
phthisical, although my experience has 
confirmed the observations of Dr. James 
Cxiark, and of others, that an unhealthy 
condition of the parents, whatever the na- 
ture of their disease may be, generally 
produces a strong predisposition to tuber- 
cles in their offspring. At the same time, 1 
know nothing of the parents of these young 
men. 

Two cases have been discharged cured, 
from these wards, in the last week, one of 
cynenche tonsillaris, and one of fever aris- 
ing from cold and the abuse of spirits, in 
which cough was a predominant symptom. 
In the last case, the advantage of tartar 

metic, in grain doses, repeated every 
third hour, was most conspicuous. 

On the female side, a case of hemiplegia 
has been admitted, in which there has 
been so much previous neglect that the 
nates are most extensively ulcerated, and 
the powers of the habit are altogethe: 
so low that little benefit can be expected 
from any treatment; indeed, the worst 
prognosis may be confidently pronounced. 

A case of rheumatism, in the head and 
neck, treated, for the first two days, with 
the wine of colchicum, in doses of f. =ss, 
combined with magnesia, and repeated 
every fourth hour; and afterwards with 
cecoction of yellow cinchona bark and 
sulphuric acid, was dischargéd cured on 
the fourth day after admission. 

An interesting and instructive case of 
gastro-enteritis, or inflammation extending 
through the whole of the alimentary canal, 
was admitted on the 3ist of December ; 
and will, I fear, from the nature of the 
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symptoms, afford me an opportunity of 
demonstrating the condition of the mu- 
cous membrane and of Peyer’s glands in 
this disease. 

The case of hysteria, in the woman 
Frances George, which was accompanied 
with gastric symptoms , and which was 
admitted on the 19th of last month, was 
discharged cured on the 2nd of January. 


Lerra.— Small Bleedings and Stimulants. 





The only other case on this side, which 
I shall now notice, is that of lepra, which 
}you saw here three wecks ago; and to 
| which I have several times directed your 
attention, at the bed-side of the patient, at 
|the-ordinary visits. The patient is now 
almost well; but, I again bring her here, 
to demonstrate to you the proof of the 
fact which I mentioned when she was here 
before; that although the patches then 
secmed uniformly involved in the mor- 
bid action which forms the scales, yet, 
that in the progress of recovery, the 
healthy texture of the skin would ap- 
pear first in the centre of the patch, 
and gradually extend to the circumfe- 
rence. Now, in all those patches which 
are before you, this is the case; and 
many of them are simple rings of red, 
small scaly crusts, not even complete in 
the continuity of the circle; those most 
advanced in the progress of cure, display- 
ing scarcely half the circle. In another 
week, even this will disappear, and the 
whole will assume the normal character 
of the skin. No removal of the scales by 
forcible, or mechanical, or chemical means 
can produce this appearance ; on the con- 
trary, the cuticle, when the scales are 
detached, is red and glazed, and often 
furrowed with deep lines; and sometimes 
with pits, as if these wcre formed by por- 
tions of the caticle picked out. In this 
case, the nails, also, were of a dirty, sallow 
hue, opaque and brittle, at the time you 
last saw the case here; but, as you may 
now remark, they are clear, and of their 
natural colour. 

I have not been able to trace, satisfacto- 
rily, the cause of the disease in this wo- 
man. She does not display that fair and 
ruddy complexion which some writers 
on lepra, especially Dr. Durrin, say 
characterizes the greater number of per- 
sons afflicted with it ; on the contrary, she 
is emaciated, sallow, and pallid; and has 
much of the appearance of a person who 
has suffered from over working. 1 stated 
to you my opinion that the disease is, 
nevertheless, of an inflammatory nature, 
aud consequently that bleeding is neces- 
sary not only in the commencement, but 
throughout the progress of the cure. Our 
patient has been bledfour times; the warm- 
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bath has been used frequently; and the| 
contents of the bowels have been kept so- 
luble. The only external application, inde- 
pendent of the bath, which has consisted | 
of simple water, employed in this case, is” 
the tar ointment, combined with an equal | 
portion of the ointment of nitrated mer- 
cury, and diluted with five parts of lard. 
I am of opinion that the ointments usually 
employed are too stimulant; and, conse- 
quently, clear the skin too rapidly, and 
before that constitutional change is ef- 
fected, which renders the cure perma- 
nent. After the first bleeding, the arse- 
nical solution was ordered, but it could not 
be taken longer than a week, on account of 
symptoms of poisoning coming on, namely, 
fever, severe griping pains, anxiety, and 
frequent sighing, with a white, loaded 
tongue with florid edges. The solution 
of hydriodate of iron was, therefore, sub- 
stituted for the arsenical. There may ap- 
pear some inconsistency in bleeding and 
administering a stimulant tonic at the 
same time; but in the small quantities) 
(six ounces at once) in which the blood 
is abstracted, there is nothing inconsis- 
tent. The abstraction of that quantity of 
blood merely tends to relieve the capil- 
laries, which, at least in the place where 
the patches appear, are congested. 

The abstraction of a small quantity of 
blood does not debilitate; on the contrary, 
by unloading the minute overburdened 
vessels, it restores their activity, and 
thence, often, the best mode of making a 
man plethoric, is to bleed him moderately 
every alternate day. In this instance it 
was intended merely to unload the con- 
gested capillaries, which the stimulant 
influence of the hydriodate was meant to 
excite to a new and more healthy action ; 
whilst the protoxide of iron contained in 
the preparation, should sustain and im- 
prove the general vigour of the constitu- 
tion. If any judgment can be formed of the 
correctness of this theory by the result of 
the practice founded upon it, the salutary 
results are under your eyes. But I am 
not, Gentlemen, prepared to demand from 
you an assent of this kind, from a single | 
case, although I could bring forward! 
many that I have treated successfully on! 
the same plan. Judge for yourself, and | 
in doing so do not rely on single instances 
of success. 


PHTHISIS WITH LARYNGEAL ULCERATION. 
| 


Having, Gentlemen, made these brief 
remarks, I will now proceed to offer you! 
the comments which 1 promised onthe, 
case of Hodgson, the post-mortem exami- 
nation of whose body I laid before you in 


my last lecture (vide page 546). The | 


economy. 


PROFESSOR THOMSON. ON PHTHISIS 


first circumstance to which I have to di- 
rect your attention in this case, is the 
fact which it illustrated, that a full deve- 
lopment of the body and great muscular 
powers are not incompatible with a tuber- 
culous diathesis. The appearance of 
Hodgson was that of a strong muscular 
man, with a capacious thorax; and, dis- 
eased as you saw them, the lungs were 
large and ample for all the purposes of the 
There was little appearance in 
this man of that condition which is termed 
* tuberculous cachexia ;" and this would 
almost lead us to think, that notwithstand- 
ing the singular tubercular condition of 
the lungs, that the disease was not here- 
ditary ; as, when that state is acquired at 
a period of life beyond childhood, it is 
usually less obvious than when it exists as 
an hereditary affection. The only features 
which marked any thing like this cachectic 


‘state were, the pallid hue of his face, and 


the curved appearance of the nails. Were 
I to assign a cause for this slight appear- 
ance of tuberculous cachexia in this indi- 
vidual, it would be the influence of a con- 
fined and deteriorated atmosphere, the 
necessary consequence of his trade, which 
was that of a silver plater ; an occupation 
which subjects those employed in it to 
great vicissitudes of temperature, and the 
inhalation of metallic particles. In every 
trade in which dry filing or grinding of 
metallic bodies daily occurs, the minute 
particles of metal detached in these ope- 
rations are carried into the lungs, and 
either bronchial disease is set up, or the 
foundation of tubercular consumption is 
laid. In Leeds and in Sheffield, few of 
the filers live to fifty years of age; on the 
contrary, the greater number of them die 
under thirty. 

In this case I did not employ the ste- 
thoscope in the examination of the chest, 
but used my unassisted ear and percus- 
sion. A cavernous rhonchus was pro- 
duced by coughing; but I could discover 
no distinct pectoriloquy in the clavicular 
region. I admit the superiority of the 
stethoscope over the naked ear in examin- 
ing some parts of the chest, and more 
especially the clavicular regions ; and it is 
probable, that had I used it in this case, I 
should have been enabled to have deliver- 
ed a more correct diagnosis, although it 
would not have altered the treatment; nor 
could the information which it would have 
communicated, tend to avert the rapid 
termination of the disease. The chest was, 
however, examined both by mediate and 
immediate percussion ; and the dull sound 
which was obtained, not only in the upper 
part, but over nearly the whole of the 
chest, led me to conclude that there was 
something like hepatization, whether tu- 
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bercles were present or absent. The 
hoarseness pointed out the condition of 
the larynx, and led me to suspect that the 
was more of that form which is 
denominated “ laryngeal phthisis,” than 
advanced tubercular consumption. The 
accompanying cough had also much of 
that character which accompanies an ul- 
cerated state of the larynx; it was harsh, 
grating, and sibilant. But it must be ac- 
knowledged that, although chronic laryn- 
gitis may proceed to ulceration without 
the inflammatory action extending to the 
bronchi, yet ulceration of the larynx oc- 
curring in an advanced stage of phthisis, 
always indicates tubercular disease in the 
lungs. In cases, however, such as that 
under consideration, where there is little | 
emaciation of the body, no very apparent | 
hectic fever, no night sweats, and when the | 
symptoms of the morbid condition of the 
larynx lominates, the real condition 
of the lungs is very apt to be overlooked 
and masked. It has been affirmed by very | 
high authority, that of ANpRAL, that ulce-| 
rations of the trachea are almost exclu-| 
sively found in phthisical subjects, and 
that they generally occur on that side of the 
tube which corresponds with the diseased 
lung, or that which is most affected when | 
both lungs are diseased ; but I have seen 
ulceration of the larynx extending through | 
the whole trachea to its bifurcation, with- 
out the presence of a single tubercle in 
the lungs. You will find, in the Museum 
of the University, a preparation of the 
larynx and trachea, which demonstrates 
this condition of parts, without tubercular 
phthisis being present, as it occurred in a 
young lady, a private patient of my own, 
who fella victim to the disease. In Hodg- 
son’s case, there were adhesions of the! 
upper lobe of the right lung to the pleura 
costalis, evidently of long standing. Now 
such adhesions very frequently accompany | 
the formation of tubercles, and this is 
more especially the case when large vo- 
mice or excavations are present; and here 
the dense and firm character of these ad- 
hesions, under such circumstances, was 
well displayed. In some instances the 
adhesions exist only in the neighbourhood 
of the excavations, in others their exten- 
sion corresponds to that of the tubercular 
disease. In whichever manner they ap- 
pear, they display in a striking degree, as 
Dr. James Criark has justly remarked, 
“the intimate relation of tubercies and 
adhesions as cause and effect.” In the 
case before us, the ulceration, although | 
very extensive, yet had not proceeded so | 
far as to destroy the whole of the pulmo- 
nary tissue and the pleura pulmonalis, 
forming its walls; but, when this is the 
case, these adhesions form the proper pa- 
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rietes of the vomicz. In this case, also, 
much fluid was found in the pericardium, 
and this was probably the result of inflam- 
mation in that sac, a circumstance which 
is by no means uncommon in the termi- 
nation of phthisis, especially when this is 
sudden. The heart, also, you will recol- 

lect, Gentlemen, was in a state of hyper- 
trophy, a circumstance which was less 
likely to occur than simple dilatation, from 
the obstacles which the tubercles, crowded 
as they were in so remarkable a manner, 
presented to the free passage of the blood 
through the lungs; and to the same cir- 
cumstance, affecting the capillaries of the 
organ, we may attribute, as 1 hinted in 
my last lecture, the formation of the me- 
lanosed areola, which surrounded each of 
the miliary tubercles, and gave so pecu- 
liar an aspect to the surface of the lungs. 

Upon the whole, as far‘as the lungs and 
thoracic viscera are concerned, we may 
| regard the case before us as one of those 
|in which there is naturally not much sus- 
ceptibility of acute inflammation; and in 
such cases we find, that when there is no 
great debility, the tubercular disease may 
be most extensive, and, nevertheless, its 
progress very slow through its various 
stages, and the diseased condition of the 


|lungs proceed to a great extent, without 


apparent constitutional disturbance. But 
if, as in this case, pneumonic inflammation 


|be set up in lungs thus morbidly affected, 


the tubercular disease then rapidly ad- 
vances, the softening of the tubercles is 
promoted, and the complaint is hurried on 
to a fatal termination. It is possible, that 
had the pneumonic symptoms not present- 


‘ed themselves in Hodgson’s case, his life, 


notwithstanding the existence of so large 
a vomica as you saw in the superior lobe 
of the right lung, might have been pro- 
| tracted for some months. 

It is unnecessary to make any remarks 
on the treatmert of this case. Had the 
condition of the lungs to its ntmost extent 


‘been obvious, nothing conld have been 


done to avert the fatal issue; but the con- 
sideration of the dissection, and the case, 
as far as it came under our observation, 
leads to this conclusion, that the nature 


‘of tuberculous deposits and of phthisis re- 


sulting from these, cannot be too closely 
studied in their earliest stages; for it is 
only by acquiring a knowledge of their 
first development, that we can reasonably 
expect any success in our efforts, either 
for their prevention or their cure. 


ANASARCA, 


The next case to which I have to refer 
is one of anasarca, which has terminated 
favourably; and the patient would have 
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been discharged, but for the formation of | dition of the liver was present, adequate 
an abscess of the cheek and gums of the |to the production of the disease ;' neither 
upper jaw on the left side, the consequence | could I ascertain that there had been any 
of the mercurial action under which he /| sudden retrocession of an eruption, which 
was brought, augmented by the presence | is sometimes productive of anasarca. Not- 
of carious teeth. The patient is John | withstanding this state of uncertainty, from 
Watson, aged thirty-one years, a baker; | the obscurity of the history of the case, I 
with a fair complexion, tight hair, and a | was induced to consider itas one of an as- 
sanguine temperament ; tall in stature, of | thenic or inflammatory character, and I de- 
a full plethoric habit of body, and, like | termined to treat it accordingly. You have 
many of his trade, addicted to the abuse |a right, Gentlemen, to demand from me 
of ardent spirits. He stated that for many | my reasons for forming this opinion. It 
months before his admission into the hos-| certainly did not depend upon what has, 
pital, November 21st, he had experienced | generally, been regarded as a means of 
cedematous swellings of the lower extre- | distinguishing sthenic from asthenic drop- 
mities, accompanied with vesications of sy,— namely, the presence of serum in the 
the feet, which broke and discharged, and/ urine; for I did not test that secretion, 
rapidly healed. The swelling of the legs| and I am of opinion that no reliance what- 
gradually increased, extending upwards! ever is to be placed upon it. 

until it spread over the whole of the body.| I admit that when inflammation exists 
About a fortnight before his admission he as a cause of dropsy, the coagulable na- 
was suddenly seized with violent headach, | ture of the urine can often be detected; but 
which was followed by fits that continued | I have seen many cases of anasarca, in par- 
to recur every half hour for the space of a| ticular, which required the abstraction of 
day and a night, and then ceasing, have blood, and were truly of a sthenic nature, 
not returned. For a week his sight had in which no coagulation could be detected. 
been considerably impaired, and his My determination to treat this case as one 
memory failing; but although the fits/ of an inflammatory or sthenic kind arose 
which he mentioned had been preceded from a general opinion which I have 
by violent headach, yet none remained.| formed, that in almost every instance it 
On examining the condition of the pa-| originates in inflammatory action; and, 
tient, I found that the whole surface of in enasarca, this is always the case when 
the body, from the vertex to the sole of; we find that strong pressure over the 
the feet, was adematous, and the depo-| body, whatever part of the surface is 
sition of fluid so considerable as to form a pressed, causes a sensation of tenderness, 
hard swelling, which only in parts was as if the cellular tissue itself were the site 
compressible, and bore the pit of the fin-| of the inflammation. This was the effect 
gers; the penis was completely buried in| of pressure on our patient; and, as the 
the swelling of the scrotum. His pulse report of the case informs us, the bowels 
was 104, and small; his tongue was furred, , were never moved except by the power of 
dry, and brown; his bowels were never medicine, a constant attendant on sthenic 
relieved, unless by the aid of cathartics; dropsy. 1 was confirmed, therefore, in 
and his urine was turbid and scanty. His’ my opinion of the necessity of treating it 
memory and reasoning faculties were so as an inflammatory affection. The patient 
impaired, that I could obtain no satis-| was ordered to be bled to the extent of 
factory reply to any questions calculated 3xx; and directly afterwards a pill was 
to develop the causes of his disease, and I given containing gr. iss of calomel, and 
was, therefore, forced to form my judg- two grains of extract of conium, and re- 
ment upon the existing symptoms. I peated every fourth hour, whilst gr. xv of 
could not trace any appearance of ascites, | bitartrate of potassa were also ordered to 
nor of hydrothorax; indeed, there was no be administered every sixth hour. This 
difficulty in the diagnosis; it was a case treatment was pursued until the 24th of 
of general effusion of serum into the cel-| the month; but as little advantage was 
lular tissue, or anasarca, in the strict mean- apparently derived from it, both the pills 
ing of the term. The only difficulty was and the bitartrate were discontinued, and 
to determine whether it was to be re- instead of them a pill was ordered to 
garded as idiopathic, or symptomatic of, be taken once in eight hours, containing 
inflammation in some viscus. From the one-fourth of a grain of elaterium, and 
history of the case, and its gradual pro- one grain of calomel. This affected the 
gress, it did not appear to be connected bowels powerfully, copious watery stools 
with any morbid condition of the respira-| were produced, and on the 28th the most 
tory organs; and although the bowels marked improvement had taken place; 
were costive, and the complexion had a’ the whole of the edema of the scrotum 
sallow pasty hue, yet I could not satisfy,;and genitals had disappeared; much of 
my mind that any material morbid cons | the general swelling was reduced, and the 
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pit was readily produced and retained 
over every part of the surface. It was 
remarkable, however, that although the 
elaterium had operated so powerfully on 
the three first days, yet no stool had been 
caused on the 28th, and it was necessary 
to aid the action of the medicine by an 
ordinary cathartic. 

With regard to the manner in which 
elaterium operates in these cases, I am of 
opinion that it is altogether by its topical 
stimulant or irritant influence on the mu- 
cous membrane, or, rather, on the exha- 
lants of that membrane. By stimulating 
them powerfully, a derivation is produced 
from the overloaded capillaries, which, 
therefore, being relieved, and enabled to 
carry on the fluid thrown upon them, no 
farther deposit takes place ; and thus the 
absorbents, without any augmentation of 
their usual action, are enabled to take up 
that which was already deposited. Be this 
as it may, the elaterium acts more or less 
as a counter-irritant, and thus supplies the 
exhalants with that pabulum which is re- 
quisite for the full operation of their func- 
tion. There is an evident balance be- 
tween the action of the general capillaries 
of the surface and serous membranes, 
and the intestinal exhalants; when the 
latter are torpid, the capillaries become 
oppressed ; but as soon as they again act 


freely, the capillaries are relieved and per- | 


form their functions. 

On the Ist December ptyalism came on, 
and he complained greatly of his head. He 
was, therefore, bled again to the amount 
of 3x, and the calomel was taken from 
the pills, which now contained simply 
gr. 1-6th of elaterium in each pill. Up to 
the 10th the swelling continued to di- 
minish ; but as the mouth got better, there 
was a slight return, so that the calomel 
was again resorted to in doses of gr. j, 
combined with two grains of extract of 
conium, night and morning. As he still 
complained of his head, he was ordered 
to be cupped; but 3ij only of blood were 
obtained by the operation; and the head 
being relieved, I did not think it requisite 
to repeat it. On the 26th every symptom 
of anasarca had disappeared ; and now he 
seems to be in a state of complete conva- 
lescence, with the exception of the abscess 
of the gums caused by the irritation of 
bad teeth augmented by the mercury. 

Now, Gentlemen, notwithstanding the 
successful issue of this case, I am far from 
hazarding an opinion that the cure is to 
he regarded as permanent. If the anasarca 
depended on disease, either in the liver or 
any other organ, although so obscure as 
not to be evident, there is no security for 
the patient. As soon as the mercurial in- 
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of the affected organ still remaining, the 
effusion may unquestionably return ; and 
this might repeatedly be the case, until the 
original disease is fairly and permanently 
removed. In this conviction, the system 
of our patient was brought under the 
mercurial influence, for I have have no 
| doubt that the fluid might have been car- 
ried off completely by the sole influence 
of the elaterium; but the relief would 
only have been of short duration, even 
were the disease of a general sthenic cha- 
racter, independent of any organic affec- 
tion. Time only can now determine how 
far this opinion js correct. I have only 
farther to remark, that the prognosis in 
all dropsies must vary according to the 
origin of the attack, its combination with 
organic disease, and the constitution of 
the patient. In general, idiopathic 
dropsies are more curable than symp- 
tomatic ; at the same time, in irregular 
persons, when the habit is weakened by 
drinking, we can scarcely venture to pro- 
nounce that the recovery shall prove per- 
manent. When the liver is seriously af- 
fected, although the fluid may disappear 
for aconsiderable time, under active treat- 
ment, yet few instances occur in which 
the disease does not sooner or later prove 
fatal. 
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GenTLEMEN,—I should be very much 
to blame were I to delay longer directing 
your attention to the very interesting case 
of traumatic tetanus which has been under 
your observation in the ward No. 2 for 
some time past. It is a fearful and gene- 
rally a most intractable disease, one of the 
opprobria of surgery. It is, fortunately, 
of very rare occurrence in these countries; 
but it behoves you, therefore, to be the 
more attentive to the symptoms and phe- 
nomena of the affection, and to study this 





fluenceis fairly over, the diseased condition 


case the more closely, Some amongst 
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you may be led to other regions of the 
globe, where the occurrence is less rare,— 
where it follows upon wounds otherwise 
of no moment, and where its progress is 
generally more rapid than it was in this 
instance; where, in fact, but little time is 
afforded by the progress of the malady for 
consideration, or for the adoption of re- 
medial measures. 


Tetanus, by which is meant an equal part 


and uninterrupted convulsion of the whole 
body, takes place as an idiopathic affec- 
tion (supposed to arise from exposure to a 
wet and cold atmosphere), or as symptom- 
atic of irritation of some kind or other. 
A form of the disease occurs in early life, 
from irritation of the umbilical chord, fol- 
lowing its deligation, the frismus nascen- 
tium. Children are subject, as you may 
be aware, to convulsive attacks, of longer 


or shorter duration, from worms, or sordes , 


in the bowels, or from teething. In adults, 
the accumulation of scybala in the intes- 
tinal canal has been supposed by Dr. Ha- 
MILTON, of purgative celebrity, Mr. Aber- 
NETHY, and others, to act as a cause in 
producing or keeping up the disease. 
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duction of this severe affliction. Tetanus 
has been known t6 follow the wound made 
in venesection, and it has come on very 
often when a wound has assumed a per- 
fectly healthy aspect, nay, even after cica- 
trization has been completed. I once had 
to do with a fatal case of tetanus, which 
followed a slight bruise, a mere scratch 
of the integument over the prominent 
of the nose; but then the patient had, 
in addition, been out of docrs in very bad 
weather, whilst excited by hard living and 
the effects of the injury. The case was 
inquired into before the criminal court, 
and I think it was stated on evidence by 
the sister of the patient, that she hed ob- 
served something peculiar about his fea- 
tures before he left his room, after hav- 
ing been confined for some days ; in con- 
sequence of the injury, his mouth, she 
said, looked “more genteel than usual.” 
| Very generally tetanus has been observed 
}to occur after severe lacerated wounds 
| —wounds complicated by the lodgment of 
, foreign bodies, compound fractures, and 
such other injuries in patients whose treat- 
iment, from circumstances, has not been 





The late Mr. Atitan, of Edinburgh, a| well attended to, who have, after engage- 
very judicious practitioner, an old navy} ments, been left exposed to changes of 
surgeon, confirms this opinion. He states, temperature and to moisture, who have 
that he had on one occasion no less than | been carried hurriedly over bad roads, or 
ten cases of traumatic tetanus under his | who have been over-stimulated by the use 
charge at one time. The term “ trismus” | of spirituous liquors or otherwise. The 
or “crashing” is applied to that form of state of the atmosphere seems to have 
the disease in which the muscles which some effect in a predisposing cause, as 
close the lower jaw are principally affect-| shown by Baron Larrey in his Egyptian 
ed. These are usually first affected, but|Campaign. I have more than once seen 
it is seldom indeed that the spasms are | two cases occur within a few days of each 
long confined to them. other in hospital practice; and in refer- 

When a continued convulsion supervenes | ring back to extracts from the records, 
on lesion of structure, it is said to be “trau-|I find three cases occurring within a few 
matic,” pertaining to a wound, and this | days of each other, two of them after gun- 
form of the disease is cither acute,—he shot wounds received in an engagement 
spasms coming on suddenly, and involving at sea, the other following upon an opera- 








all the muscles of the body in rapid suc- 
cession,—or, as in the case to which I have 
referred, beginning more gradually, with 
less force, and, after some considerable 
time, becoming universal. I have seen 
the disease prove fatal in forty-eight hours 
from its first threatening; indeed, it did 
so in the last case I witnessed, which 
occurred after a secondary amputation 
of the leg, for bad fracture, performed by 
my excellent friend and late colleague 
Professor Lizars. It may persist, as you 
have seen, for nearly fourteen days, and 
after all be got the better of; the chance 
of recovery and the opportunity of em- 
ploying remedial means being much 
greater in the latter than in the first 


Now the extent of the injury and the 
external appearance of the wound seem in 
many cases to have little to do in the pro- 


| tion for the removal of a tumour of the 
neck. , The period of attack is most com- 
monly from about the ninth to the thir- 
teenth day. In cases where an opportu- 
nity has occurred of examining the wound 
attentively, nerves have been found torr, 
and very often only partially divided; 
| their extremities have been found swelled, 
and embedded in organized lymph, and 
their vascularity, both in the neurilemal 
covering, and the nervous tissue, much in- 
creased; in other words, the wounded part 
of the nerve has borne marks of high in- 
flammatory action. I have witnessed this 
appearance in different instances. Here is 
a specimen of the ulnar nerve so affected. 
It was divided, excepting in a few fila- 
ments, by a pistol-shot. The wound was 
becoming clean, and the slough and 
foreign matter were discharged, when te- 
tanus came on, and proved fatal in fifty- 
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four hours. The disease has occurred in 
some instances, apparently from the inclu- 
sion of a branch of a nerve in the ligature 
placed on an artery after amputation, cas- 
tration, or removal of tumours. The nerve 
has been found tumefied and bulbous above 
the ligature, and much swelled below, of 
a very red colour, and adhering to the 
neighbouring parts. 

I have already mentioned, that the stiff- 
ness is generally felt in the muscles which 
close the lower jaw, and the muscles con- 
cerned in deglutition ; but the spasms be- 
come more general, and affect successive- 
ly different sets of muscles. In general, 
the muscles of the back of the neck, and 
the long muscles of the back, are prin- 
cipally affected; the body is bent vio- 
lently backwards. You need not ex- 
pect to see the body bent as you see it 
represented in this painting. Ina copy of 
one in the museum of the Royal College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh, by Sir C. Bell, 
the moe is supported upon the points of 
the heels and occiput, and forms a com- 
plete arch. This has always appeared to 
me to be a caricature of the disease. 
Opisthotonos, the most common form, so 

as my experience goes, prevails; but 
here the other muscles are more or less 
affected — those of the chest and abdo- 
men; the spasms are not perpetual, but 
come on in paroxysms, which are excited 
by irritation of any kind, mental or bodily. 
Even the drawing of the bed-curtains, the 
rustling of a robe of silk, are mentioned by 
Baron Durvytren, as having produced 
them in a violent degree. The bending of 
the trunk forwards, emprosthotonos, is 
mentioned by Larrey as the most com- 
mon form; and he must have had great 
opportunities of seeing the disease. The 
case which you have witnessed is the only 
one in which, out of a good many, I have 
seen any approach to this form. In all cases 
the affection of the diaphragm and the 
other muscles concerned in respiration, 
is productive of most agonizing suffering, 
80 as to force patients of the greatest cou- 
rage to shout aloud. The pain is often 
complained of as being under the sternum ; 
and sometimes it is described as extending 
from the wound to that situation. The 
progress of the disease is very variable, 
as 1 have already remarked. The termi- 
nation is almost uniformly unfavourable, 
sooner or later, in spite of any treatment 
that may have been adopted. In some 
instances the patient dies during a violent 
convulsion; in others, he becomes ex- 
hausted; the sensorial functions, which 
during the progress of the case are gene- 
rally unaffected, are suspended; the pa- 
tient becomes comatose, is bathed in pro- 
fuse cold perspirations, and gradually sinks. 


| As regards the pathological appear- 
ances, nothing certain can as yet be laid 
down. You would look naturally to the 
nervous system, the functions of which 
are so much disturbed during life; but 
you often search, though with the utmost 
anxiety, without discovering any morbid 
alteration. This has occurred to me re- 
peatedly. In one case, when the branch 
‘of the median passing to the thumb had 
| been wounded, the only change in the ner- 
vous system, excepting at the torn part, 
observable, was in the trunk of the me- 
dian, at the bend of the arm, of which 
about an irch and a half was stained en- 
tirely red, but more by effused blood than 
by increased vascularity. Marks of inflam- 
matory action have, again, been found in 
the membranes of the brain, but more so 
in those which envelop the spinal chord. 
Lymph, turbid serum, even purulent se- 
cretion, have been observed in consider- 
able quantity. The vascularity has been 
seen extending along the spinal nerves. 
Two cases are mentioned by ANDRAL, one 
observed;by Aronsnovum, the other by 
himself, in which the semilunar ganglion 
was highly injected. In many cases, the 
lining membranes of the pharynx and ceso- 
phagus have been found in a state of in- 
flammation. 

The want of uniformity in the appear- 
ances after death leaves us in doubt as to 
the treatment to be pursued. This is one 
of the diseases in which, after the spasms 
are fairly established, the removal of the 
cause is of little avail. Amputation of the 
wounded member has been recommended 
and resorted to by Baron Larrey and 
others; but there is little encouragement 
to follow the practice. I did so in a case 
of severely lacerated hand, to which I 

jhave already alluded. The convulsions 
}appeared to abate for some hours after, 
but they subsequently returned as vio- 
lently as before. I doubt much if the fa- 
tal termination was in any way delayed by 
this proceeding, or by the powerful par- 
'gatives and antispasmodics that were ex- 
hibited. The opinion of our best surgeons 
is against this proceeding. In many cases 
the local irritation seems to have abated, 
as remarked; the wound is healing, or 
has healed. There is nothing to justify 
'such a step. The surface looks well; but 
it may be that something is going on in 
branches of the nerves involved, which is 
| still exerting a prejudicial action on the 
| nervous system; and when the site of the 
wound can be insulated from the nervous 
| system, without the performance of a se- 
| vere, and, in itself, adangerous operation, 
it may be well to have recourse to that 
measure. All sorts of external applications 
have been used, and every variety of me- 
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dicine has been given internally. Sooth-;plaint. They never allow females to be 
ing means have been used to the wound ; near men thus wounded, lest the mere 
and poultices, fomentations, anodyne epi- stimulus of venereal desire should induce 
thems, and most stimulants, from the | this dangerous complaint. As to cutting 
actual cautery downwards, have been em-'the hair and nails, they positively assert 
ployed. Narcotics and antispasmodics, that the mere sensation of these simple 
sedatives, and stimulants of the most pow-|and common operations has not unfre- 
erful kind, and in ample doses, have been quently been productive of these dreadful 
given by the mouth, thrown up into the consequences. The man whose case we 
lower bowels, and applied to the surface,| have just mentioned, was eight months 
with the same want of effect. | without being washed, shaved, or having 








Patients have had warm and vapour 
baths, and cold baths in all forms. They 
have had water at the freezing point 


poured upon them, at no allowance, and 


they have been plunged into ponds, and 
nearly drowned, without any abatement 
or mitigation of the symptoms. I think 
in the works of the late Dr. Cvrair, of 
Liverpool, who would have us believe that 
very many diseases were curable by the 
external use of cold water alone, you will 
find some cases in which this plan was 
tried, and I am much mistaken if he did 
not nearly drown a young soldier. The pa- 
tient, however, recovered, as patients have 
done after, and in spite of, all sorts of 
treatment. Besides plentiful cold bathing, 
another patient drank five bottles of Ma- 
deira daily, besides ale and laudanum, to 
an enormous extent. But of all the curious 
methods of treating tetanus, that related 
by Marrner, in his Voyaye fo the Tonga 
Islands, is the most so. It puzzles us to 
imagine how such a plan could have ever 
entered into the heads of the people, or 
how any one could have been brought to 
submit to it. Here you have it without 
embellishment on my part :— 

“We have observed (says MARINER, 
in the before-mentioned case) that the 
wound was not washed, and it may here 
be noticed, that in all cases of considerable 
wounds produced by points d instruments, 
the patient is not allowed to wash himself 
until he is tolerably well recovered, nor 
to shave, or cut his hair, or his nails ; for 
all these things, they say, are liable to 
produce gifa (tetanus), unless the wound 
be of such a nature, and in such a situ- 
ation, that it may with safety be first laid 
completely open. Then there is no dan- 
ger.” Mr. Martner never witnessed a 
case of tetanus produced by these means, 
but he met with many who said they had 
seen it in persons who had got nearly well 
of their wounds; but happening to wash 
themselves too soon, spasm supervened, 
and death was the consequence. “ They 
notice that wounds in the extremities, par- 
ticularly in the fect and hands, are liable 
to produce tetanus; also, in persons al- 
ready wounded, sudden alarms, or even 
any sudden noise that calls the attention 
abruptly, is liable to produce this com- | 


had his hair or nails cut. 

“ Gita is a disease very common among 
the Tonga people, but still more common 
among the natives of the Fiji islands, who, 
from their warlike habits, are more fre- 
quently in the way of it; they adopt, how- 
ever, a remedy which the Tonga people 
have borrowed from: them, and consists in 
the operation of toco/dsi, or passing a reed 
first wetted with saliva into the urethra, 
so as to occasion a considerable irritation 
and discharge of blood ; and if the general 
spasm be very violent, they make a seton 
of this passage, by passing down a double 
thread looped over the end of the reed; 
and when itis felt in the perineum they 
cut down upon it, seize hold of the thread, 
and withdraw the reed, so that the two 
ends of the thread hang from the orifice 
of the urethra, and the doubled part from 
the artificial opening in the perineum ; 
the thread is occasionally drawn back- 
wards and forwards, which excites very 
great pain, and abundant discharge of 
blood.” The latter operation Mr. Mari- 
NER has seen performed several times, but 
only twice for tetanus, arising in both in- 


|stances from wounds inthe foot. In these 


cases the spasms, but particularly the con- 
vulsive paroxysms, were exceedingly vio- 
lent, extending to the whole body, neck, 
face, trunk, and extremities; but in nei- 
ther case was the jaw permanently locked, 
though, on every accession, it was vio- 
lently closed for a few seconds. “ A na- 
tive of the Fiji islands performed one ope- 
ration, and Hala A’pi A’pi the other; they 
both happened at Vavaoo at different 
times. In either case the disease came 
on suddenly three or four days after the 
wound was received, which was from an 
arrow not barbed. The moment the symp- 
toms became evident, focolési was per- 
formed. In the short space of two hours 
one of them was greatly relieved, and the 
other in about six or eight hours. The 
following day the one on whom Hata 
A’pt A’pr operated was quite well, and 
afterwards had no other attack; cunse- 
quently, the thread was withdrawn; but 
the other, on the second day, was not 
quite free from spasmodic symptoms, and 
a paroxysm coming on, the seton was 
moved frequently, which in two or three 
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hours gave him great relief, and he after- 
no other attack; it was thought 


of the penis, but which gradually subsided 
in about five or six days; the artificial 





openings in both cases healed spontane- 


was employed. I take it from the hos- 
pital book. The t is a teacher, 
aged 40, and was itted into the North 
London Hospital, December 17th, 1834, 
at5 p.m. About three wecks previously, 
while walking quickly along the pave- 
ment, he got his leg entangled in an 
opening into a coal-cellar, and in with- 
drawing it had the skin torn pretty exten- 


be er mae any difficulty.” sively—he supposes upon an iron spike— 
are the only two cases of tetanus | over the right tibia. The wound bled 


in which this operation was performed, of | 
which Mr. MARtNeER can s with cer- | 
tainty, having been an eyewitness of them. | 
He heard of several others at the Hapai | 
islands, at the island of Tonga, &c., some 
of which were equally fortunate. From 
what he has h seen of the success 
of this operation at the Tonga islands, he | 
is disposed to believe that about three or | 
four in ten recover by the aid of it. The | 
Fiji islanders, however, speak of the’ 
happy effects of this singular mode of | 
cure with much more confidence than the | 
natives of Tonga; but as they claim the | 
merit of the discovery, they are probably | 
rather too profuse in praise of it. 

“ Tetanus is not the only disease for the | 
cure of which the operation of tocoliési is | 
performed: it is adopted also in cases of 
wounds in the abdomen, upon the mis- 
taken notion that any extravasated blood, 
in the cavity of the abdomen is capable 
of passing off by the discharge from the | 
urethra. Mr. Mariner saw the opera- 
tion performed once in this case, and, as 
the man was considered in a very bad 
state, and notwithstanding got well, the 
cure was attributed to this remedy. It is 
also performed for relief in cases of gene- 
ral languor and inactivity of the system ; 
but, in such instances, the only endeavour , 
to produce irritation, by passing the reed | 
without any thread or artificial opening; | 


freely. 

Poultices were applied the same even- 
ing on which he received the injury, and 
every thing appeared to be going on fa- 
vourably until about a week after, when 
he was seized with painful rigidity of the 
muscles of the jaw, with slight difficulty 
of articulation and deglutition. The mus- 
cles of the neck and trunk, particularly 
of the abdomen and of the inferior ex- 
tremities, became successively affected. 
No particular attention was at this time 
paid to the wound, which appeared to be 
doing well until within the last three or 
four days, when it became extremely irri- 
table and painful. Aperients were admi- 
nistered, but without affording him any 
relief. He has taken considerable quan- 
tities of brandy since the commencement 
of the disease as a means of relieving his 
uneasy feelings. On admission he stated 


, that the spasmodic action of the muscles 


of the jaw had not increased for some 
days, but the rigidity of those of the 
neck, trunk, and inferior extremities, was 
becoming greater and greater. He was 
able to stand when raised on his feet, but 
on raising him, the trunk and extremities 
remained perfectly rigid. He could move 
the superior extremities a very little, but 
he was unable to flex the inferior extre- 
mities in the slightest degree. Deglutition 
was difficult, and articulation imperfect : 





the present king had it thus performed | respiration was also performed with dif- 
on him for this purpose; and two days  ficulty and was attended with much pain, 
afterwards, he said he felt himself quite | referred to the muscles of the chest and 
light, and full of spirits.” Mr. MARINER abdomen. There was also occasional 
then goes on to describe the extirpation | twitching of the muscles with constant 
of a testicle by the patient himself. shooting pains of the affected parts, which 
What credit is to be attached to all) intermitted in severity, described as being 
these statements I shall not pretend to/ at times almost unbearable. The wound 
say. I have reason to believe that Mr.| looked extremely irritable; its surface 
Mariner's accounts of other matters! was glazed and dry, and the skin around 
have been confirmed, and are deserving of | was much inflamed. The skin was warm 
some credit. He must have possessed @| and moist: the pulse was 96, and of good 
lively imagination if he contrived such an strength: tongue furred; brown and dry 
account as he has given of the surgical in the centre : bowels had not been moved 
operations of these islanders, and of the | jor two days before his admission: pupils 
treatment of tetanus and other diseases. | natural. 
I should be inclined, were I the subject of 
the disease, to try a much less empirical} He was immediately placed in a warm- 
lan. | bath, and a powder was given containing 
We shall now consider the case of|—Calomelan. gr. vi; Ol. Croton, gtt. i; 
William Lemon, and the treatment which | Pulo, Jalap, C.Dij. He was also ordered 
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rally rises to about 104, but falls rapidly, 
and becomes much softer as soon as the 

lower part on each side, and meeting | copious sweating, by which the bath is 
above the wound, with the view of cut- always followed, has begun. The skin is 
ting off as much as possible the nervous; moist; there is no discharge from the 
communication of the part, and dividing! wound or the incision, their surface being 
any branches which might have been | glazed and dry. Warm-water dressing, 
torn. | with occasional fomentations, have been 


sio the 
on come side of the wound, beginning near 





Another bath was also ordered, con- 


taining in solution Tart. Antimon. 333, | 


which was to be repeated twice every | 
twenty-four hours. 

18th, 9 a.m. Bowels have been moved 
once, but rather scantily. He continues | 
in much the same state as yesterday: the 
skin is rather hot; the pulse 100 and! 
full; the tongue furred aA brown in the 
centre. St. statim, Haust. Domesticum, | 
ziv. KR Tart. Antimon. gr. iv.; Aque, 
Ziv. Solve. St. Zi. horis singulis. The 
antimonial bath was ordered to be re- 
peated. 

18. Twelve, midday. The baths yester- 
day evening and this morning were fol- 
lowed by slight acceleration of the pulse, 

se sweating, and some trifling dimi- 
nution of the pain and rigidity of the 
muscles, 

A vein was opened in the arm, and the 
blood was allowed to flow, until upwards 





applied to the sores since his admission. 

22. Is much the same as yesterday. 
Complains chiefly of a feeling of great 
debility; tongue thickly furred. Omit 
antimon. et st. R Pulv. Ipecac, Pulv, 
Aloes, Ext. Gentian, aa gr. x, ft. in pil. vi. 
Habent ii bis in dies. 

23. The rigidity of the muscles of the 
abdomen is gone. He complains of very 
great debility. Bowels moved twice since 
yesterday; tongue mess | furred, but 
moist. 90, very He sleeps 
none. To have some beef tea, and one 
pint of ale daily. St. h. s. Haust. e. Sol. 
Mur. Morphie gtt. xxx. 

25. The bowels rather loose ; in other 
respects he is as before. The tongue 
rather dry in the centre; pulse 90, very 
soft ; skin natural. Omit pills and ale. St. 
Vini Rubri 5viij. 

26. He still complains much of the de- 
bility. Bowels opened twice since yester- 





of thirty ounces were drawn, but without | day ; tongue dry and brown on the centre, 
producing any effect, except a feeling of| but moist on the edges; pulse 90, weak. 
great weakness, and some softening of| Vini Rubri 3xii per diem, Continue beef- 
pulse. Cont. Sol. Tart. Antimon. ltea. To have some arrow-root. 
Vespere. The bowels moved threetimes,| 27. Same as yesterday. 

and he makes less complaint of the pain.| 28. He is still in a state of great de- 
The rigidity of the muscles of the extremi- | bility ; pulse 90, weak ; tongue dry, brown; 
ties is somewhat diminished, so that he is|skin natural; bowels not opened since 
able to flex them in a slight degree. The/yesterday. St. statim Hyd. c. Creta gr. xii 
affection of the abdominal muscles is asjet rep. vespere. Cont. beef-tea and arrow- 
before ; but respiration is performed with] root. 3i Vini Rudri horis sing. 

much greater ease. His articulation is} 29. Tongue moister; pulse of better 
still somewhat indistinct. The adminis-; strength; bowels moved once since yes- 
tration of the antimonial solution was fol-|terday ; feels easier; skin moderately 
lowed by considerable general depression,! warm. The incision is beginning to dis- 
but neither nausea nor vomiting. charge. Cont. vinum. St. horis sing. 3i 

19. He sleeps now during the night; Mist. Camph. 

the pulse is 96, and soft. The bowels have Jan. 3, 1835. The patient is improving ; 
not been moved since yesterday. The pulse of good strength; tongue clean ; 
abdominal muscles are less rigid. He sleeps better; asks for a pipe, beer, 
makes little or no complaint of the pain, and oysters, all which he is to have in 
and lies with both the inferior extremities moderation. 

flexed. The tongue is still much furred.! 10. Has continued slowly but progres- 
The skin is warm but moist. Cont. med.’ sively to improve since the last report. 
Applicentur, Cucurbitula Cruenta, ad 3xii His appetite, which has returned in some 
regioni columnz spinalis. measure, is very capricious; he requires 


20. Continues in much the same state to be indulged in everything which is not 
as yesterday. There is still some rigidity hurtful. 
of the abdominal muscles. The pulse is! The case which I have now read isjex- 
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ceedingly interesting, as being one of few 
n which an escape from this disease has 
taken place, after a complete attack. I 
shall not pretend to say how much is 
owing to the powers of nature, and how 
much due to the treatment adopted. I 
expect you will allow that the method was 
founded on rational principles. The cut- 
ting off of the original source of the mis- 
chief —removing the exciting cause—l 
thought was proper, even at that late | 

iod. The wound was angry and ir-| 
ritable ; it was glazed and dry; but even | 
though it had presented a different ap- | 
pearance, I think I should have been jus- | 
tified in pursuing the same practice, seeing 
that though the surface may look well, 
some nervous twig may be in an inflamed | 
and irritable state, and still keeping up | 
the ferment, the “ motus tugultuosus,” in 
the system, with which it is connected. The | 
flow of blood from the wound, and after- 
wards the discharges, were encouraged as 
much as possible. A considerable quantity 
of blood was abstracted from the system 
by different means, The blood drawn was 
of a natural appearance, neither thin in 
consistence nor rapidly coagulable. There 
was but slight appearance of a buffy 
coat, and with a view of abating the 
spasms and keeping under the circulation, 
antimony was given internally, in good 
doses, frequently repeated. This medicine 
I preferred to the tobacco, as being more 
manageable, and less violent and uncer- 
tain in its effects. Besides this, the warm- 
bath, medicated by a solution of the tarta- | 
rized antimony, was assiduously employed. | 
This practice was strongly recommend- 
ed to my attention by my friend Dr. Srr- 
vens, Professor of Surgery at New York. 
The effects produced by this remedy you 
witnessed, and they are related in the 
case. How much of the benefit we are to 
attribute to the antimony, to the ender- 
moid absorption of it, I shall not pretend 
to say. Would the repeated use of the 
simple water-bath have produced the 
same relief of the spas»s or not? You 
will often find the advantage of medicating 
various applications, as patients and at- 
tendants are not fond of persevering with 
simple means, though these may be ever 
so effectual. 

Besides all this, you are aware that a 
very essential point in the treatment was 
not neglected,—the complete unloading of 
the bowels. We used pretty powerful 
means to effect this object, the most 
powerful, in point of fact, which we pos- 
sess. The alimentary tube answered the 
summons pretty readily, which was looked 
upon as a favourable prognostic. The 
discharges from the bowels were copious 
and of bad quality at first, and the paticnt 





was well rid of them. Sedatives, with 
mild nourishment, have been given. The 
patient, for some time since the disap- 

nce of the tetanic symptoms, has la- 
boured under low fever, with foul dark 
tongue, and great debility, from which he 
is now gradually recovering. We have, as 
you know, indulged him with his pipe of 
tobacco and beer. We have also permitted 
him to get quit of his beard, which, upon 
Mr. Mariner's authority, we kept ina 
state of nature. 





ON THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
ANTIPHLOGISTIC SYSTEM 
IN THE 
TREATMENT OF DISEASES, 


By Henry Searte, Esq., Surgeon, 
Kenning/on. 


Tue antiphlogistic system of treatment 
has long been recognised as a standard 
system ; and, as though it were founded on 
scientific principles and a correct judg- 
ment, and had been confirmed by expe- 
rience, it has been, and continues to be, 
taught in all medical schools. It may, 
therefore, appear bold and presumptuous 
to denounce a system which is upheld by 
the authority of colleges, recommended 
by the physicians and surgeons of all hos- 
pitals, received by all students in medi- 
cine, and acknowledged and employed as 
the only proper plan of treating inflam- 
matory diseases by the great body of 
practitioners. Although this system has 
been pursued for ages, yet it was not ge- 
nerally adopted until after the Branonian 
doctrine had given rise to much discus- 
sion, and caused much alarm. This doc- 
trine, which was raised with much skill, 
was expected to subverc the antiphlogistic 
system; it was, however, based upon false 
premises, viz., that every individual had a 
particular quantity of excitability implant- 
ed in his frame ; that all diseases consisted 
either in an accumulation, or an exhaus- 
tion, of this excitability, constituting either 
direct or indirect debility, requiring the 
administration of different degrees of sti- 
mulas for their cure, according to the ac- 
cumulation or exhaustion of the excita- 
bility. The excessive stimulation which, 
in certain cases of inflammation, this doc- 
trine enjoined, proved so destructive to 
life, that in order to avoid the fatality, 
the very opposite extreme was soon 
broached, probably under the impression 
that truth lay at the farthest point from 
decided error. 
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From that period down to the present, | inflam 


o na antiphlogistic system of treating 

flammatory diseases has prevailed, and 
the term “ antiphlogistic ” has not a little 
tended to perpetuate the system. The | 
terms “ fever” and “ inflammation” be- | 
ing expressive of heat, antiphlogistic | 
means are considered to be corrective oi 
a phlogistic condition, whether general or 
partial, of the frame; precisely as ant- 
acids are corrective of acidity of the sto- 
mach. 

Having many years ago relinquished 
the antiphlogistic system of practice, I 
feel warranted in asserting, and am fully 
prepared to maintain, that this system of 
treating inflammatory diseases is empi- 


rical, that it is founded upon no principle | 


of science, and that it need never be had 
recourse to, even in the most acute forms 
of disease. 

Inflammation, though strictly a local 
disease, is much disposed to give rise to 
general excitement (pyrexia) ; those means, 
therefore, employed for its removal, which 
are the most likely to be preventive of 
the supervention of inflammatory fever, 
form the most simple and proper method 
of treatment. Copious bleeding, there- 
fore, which suddenly and considerably 
reduces the muscular power, and produces 
a morbid excitability of the whole frame ; 
also violent purgatives, and poor liquid 


diet, which derange the functions of the 


viscera, and thereby afford an additional 
local exciting cause, should be most care- 
fully avoided. But the more usual and 
general practice, founded upon the strict 
antiphlogistic system, is, of all others, the 


most certain of impairing the muscular | 
| ness is produced, the pulse is controlled, the 


power, and of deranging the functions of 
the viscera; in short, of giving rise to 
pyrexia, of converting a simple local dis- 
ease into a disease of the most complica- 


ted, and often of a dangerous form, and of | 


undermining a constitution which other- 
wise might have remained sound. 

The merits of bleeding may be stated 
in afew words. The abstraction of twelve 
or sixteen ounces of blood very often re- 
moves at once a recent inflammatory af- 
fection; no means could have done more, 
and probably none so speedily ; and, fur- 
ther, when venesection does not com- 
pletely stop the inflammatory action, it 
almost invariably subdues it for a certain 


‘and in good condition, 
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diathesis is not very gears i ; 
it is, th re, fair to suppose that 
milder agency of a few leeches, or ofa 
blister, would answer the same purpose, 
and without impairing the constitution. 
Some, it is true, are not injured by a sin- 
gle bleeding; but, observation will con- 
vince any one who is not already assured 
of the fact, that those who are relieved 
from an attack of inflammation by general 
bleeding, are much more liable to recur- 
rence of the complaint on some future 
occasion, than those who are relieved by 
local means only. 

The influence which considerable losses 
of blood have upon the human frame, is 
to render it less muscular, and to induce 
corpulency. People who are disposed to 
be corpulent, become more so after having 
lost much blood; and, with this view, 
horses which are put up for sale are phle- 
botomized, to make them appear sleek, 
Bleeding also in- 
duces dropsy among the corpulent, and 
others whose constitutions have already 
been impaired by dissipation or by prior 
disease. 

In those instances in which the abstrac- 
tion of blood does not remove the inflam- 
mation, but merely affords temporary re- 
lief, it becomes injurious, by suddenly re- 
ducing the muscular power, and thereby 
increasing prcportionately the excitability 
of the whole trame, which then becomes 
irritated by the local affection, and fever 
supervenes; the inflammation assumes a 
more acute form, the pulse rises, and the 
whole character of the disorder is consi- 
dered indicative of the necessity of a fur- 
ther bleeding. This being performed, faint- 


pain nearly ceases, and, to all appearance, 
the disease subsides ; sometimes, indeed, 
it does not return; but it too often hap- 
pens that reaction takes place, and with it 
all the symptoms are renewed with in- 
creased violence; another bleeding is re- 
sorted to with the same temporary relief ; 
but the reaction which now ensues is in 
general less complete; if delirium existed 
before, it is increased, the countenance is 
sunken and anxious, the whole nervous 


|system appears to have received a fatal 


shock, and the pulse, in this condition of 
the patient, frequently assumes the jerk- 
ing character. That this state of the 


time, and if this immediate relief were | pulse is induced by the repeated losses of 
the sole effect of general bleeding, no | blood, appears to have been satisfactorily 
reasonable argument could be brought’ proved by Parry’s Experiments.* 
against it. This benefit, however, must; The attempt to reduce very high ac- 
not be allowed to disguise the more remote | tion suddenly, is a violation of one of 
influence of the practice upon the consti-|the laws of the animal economy, so 
tution. 

When venesection complctely removes | 
the inflammation, it is evident that the | 





* Parry's < Se Inqniry iato the Natare of 
the Pulse, p. 3¥. 
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well illustrated by Mr. Hunter; it is 
not only unscientific, but often danger- 
ous, either to the function of an organ, 
or to the life of a part. It may even occa- 
sion death. For instance, persons who 
have been much excited by hope, have 
become deranged on being disappointed ; 
life has been extinguished within an hour 
after sudden exposure to intense cold; 
and parts which have been frozen, have 

mortified on being too abruptly exposed to 
the influence of heat. 

It is strange that this law should not be 
recognised in the treatment of inflarmma- 
tory diseases. It frequently happens that 
when a serous membrave is acutely in- 
flamed, its vessels sink into a state of 
atony on being too suddenly deprived of 
power, and a rapid serous effusion ensues. 
Everybody who has been much ¢ngaged 
in practice can recall to his mind cases, 
especially in corpulent persons and bons 
vivans, of acute attacks of pleurisy, in 
which large quantities of blood have been 
abstracted, and in which the paticuts ina 
day or two afterwards have been reduced 
to a hopeless state from hydrothorax. 
Royalty has not escaped subjection to this 
unscientific practice. 

If the pulse do not rise after the first 
bleeding, a repetition of the operation is 
not recommended. The rising of the pulse 
is the golden rule which is thought to 
have justified the first bleeding, and to 
warrant its repetition. This rule, how- 
ever, is fallacious ; the rising of the pulse, 
which is considered a sign of strength, is, 
in fact, an evidence of debility, being a 
sign of excited action under diminished 
power. Too much stress cannot be laid 
upon the fallacy of this criterion, as the 
lives of myriads are balanced upou this 
critical point. 

By way of illustration, it may be useful 
to describe a case of every-day occurrence. 
Let it be supposed that a patient has for 
several days been suffering from hepatitis. 
There has been no pyrexia, aud the pulse 
is still moderate; “ half measures,” as they 
are called, have been employed by the 
medical attendant, which have lessened, } 
although they have not removed, the in- 
flammation. A physician is then called 
in, and the patient is freely bled, with 
immediate relief; in the night, delirium, 
&ec., comes on; and in the morning the 
disease is found to have assumed an acute | 
character, accompanied by general ex- 
citement,—the puise has risen, being full, ! 
quick, and energetic. Without proceed- | 
ing further with the case, it may not be 
improper, in this place, to repeat the ob- 
servations often made on these occasions | 
by those who recommend this change from ! 
“half measures” to the strict antiphilo- | 
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gistic measures ;—“ Ah, I suspected that 
there was more inflammatory action going 
on than you were aware of; this patient 
should have been bled earlier; these at- 
tacks come on so insidiously, that they 
often deceive older heads than yours.” 

A man who is strongly prejudiced in 
favour of the antiphlogistic treatment, is 
blind to the simple fact that, notwith- 
standing the strong inflammatory diathe- 
sis apparent in such cases, so long as the 
powers of the body are not impaired by 
the “half measures,” the inflammation 
is controlled, although not removed ; 
but that so soon as the patient is de- 
prived of his natural power by bleeding, 
Ac., the inflammation, not being removed, 
involves in its morbid action the whole 
frame. The junior practitioner should be 
cautioned against these mystifications. 
Perhaps, in his modesty, he at once fore- 
gocs the evidence of his own senscs, and 
reproaches himself with the want of that 
shrewdness which would have enabled 
him to detect the “ insidious” character 
of inflammatory disorders, and, for the fu< 
ture, abandons his own more sound philo- 
sophy, to search for diseases in a “ mask- 
ed” form. This term is used when the 
pulse rises after bleeding; and when the 
inflammation, which was all but smother- 
‘ nd in embryo, springs forth with the free- 
dom of unrestrained action, displaying the 
boasted utility of venesection, while, in 
tact, the new features ofthe disease, which 
are in reality the only mask, are induced 
by the loss of blood. Yet, if the candi- 
late for his diploma were to dissent from 
this scholastic dogma—this supposed in- 
dication for bleeding, he would be re- 
jected as unfit to be intrusted with the 
lives of his fellow-creatures. 

Purgative medicines and spare diet are 
measures which form parts of the anti- 
phiogistic system, and are as objection- 
able as general bleeding, for they produce 
not only debility, but also dyspepsia, with 
allits inconveniences, and, often, delirium, 
ant sleepless nights. 

dest is also injurious in cases of inflam- 
mation. In health, exercise is allowed to 
give general circulation to the blood, and 
in disease it decidedly tends to prevent, 
w to correct, the local accumulation of 
blood at the seat of the phlegmasia. Rest 
is, therefore, improper, so long as the in- 
valid is capable of attending to his usual 





| . 
avocation. 


The antiphlogistic treatment by'some 
is not confined to inflammatory com- 
plaints, but is adopted in almost all other 
cases, with the view of preventing inflam- 
mation and fever. It is not surprising 
that those who pursue this system so in- 
discriminately, should be constantly ap- 











the of fever ; | 
the very means they employ as pre-| 
ventives are the most likely to occasion it, | 
so that their daily practice more and 
more confirms their apprehensions, which 
would be perfectly groundless under a 
different method of treatment. For in- | 
stance, if means were taken to preserve | 
the muscular power, instead of to impair 
it, the body would remain firm and un- 
excitable under all circumstances short of | 
very acute disease. It is extraordinary | 
that any argument to this effect should be 
necessary, it being so generally admitted 
that irritability exists in proportion to de- 
bility. What is pyrexia, but the general 
excitement of an irritable frame? And 
thousands there are who, having been sub- 
jected to the antiphlogistic treatment for 
the removal of an inflammatory disease, 
have become so excitable, that a glass of 
wine, or a small quantity of animal food, 
produces fever for several hours; this 
effect, which ought to be expected but 
not dreaded, determines the invalid to 
avoid a similar indulgence until he is 
quite recovered. Habit, however, be- 
comes in time second nature ; the invalid 
virtually remains a convalescent during 
the rest of his life, ever finding that a 
small quantity of stimulating food induces 
temporary fever; and so long as he con- 
tinues thus over anxious to prevent the 
recurrence of disease, he actually pre- 
vents the recurrence of health; he be- 
comes a perfect hot-house plant, liable to 
be influenced by every slight change of 
weather, clothing, or diet. It is astonish- 
ing that the common sense of the patient 
does not interdict such super-refinement 
of the medical art. 

The antiphlogistic treatment impairs 
the tone of the heart and bloodvessels, as 
well as the general muscular system, lay- 
ing the foundation for hemorrhages, which 
are perpetuated, the constitution becom- 
ing completely undermined, by persisting 
in the same method of treatment. Much 
more might be said of the injurious tend- 
ency of this system. 

The treatment of febrile and inflamma- 
tory disorders ought to be reconsidered by | 
the profession. If proper care were taken 
to ascertain their causes, and a plan of 


treatment adopted in strict reference to | 


their respective effects, a really scientific 
system of practice might be established; 
it would then be found that some cases re- 
quire a very different plan of management 
from others, and that in comparatively 
few instances would the acute form of dis- 
ease appear. When prejudice in favour | 
of the antiphlogistic system is removed, | 
it will be found that there are no instances, | 
excepting in dislocations, and one or two! 


MR. HORNE’S NEW PREPARATION OF OPIUM. 





others, in which the muscular power ought 
to be reduced by the loss of blood; and 
when the anti treatment shall 
become obsolete, mankind will be relieved 
from more than half the ailments to which 
it is at present subject. 

January 10, 1835. 


ACETUM OPII SEDATIVUM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,— Having had the honour of pre- 
senting a paper to the Medico-Chiruryical 
Society, which was read at their last meet- 
ing (January 13th 1835), entitled “On the 
Preparation of the Acetum Opii Sedati- 
vum, and its use as a Sedative in the 
Treatment of Mania, Melancholia, and 
Puerperal Mania,” I will, with your per- 
mission, extract that portion of the paper 
which refers to the preparation, &c.; and 
I shall feel honoured by its insertion in 
your valuable Journal, in order that the 
profession may have the opportunity of 
preparing and giving ita trial, as it is 
considercd to be highly deserving of em- 
ployment, by authorities so eminent as 
Drs. Elliotson and Paris.* To Dr. Elliot- 
son I am indebted for its name. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

J. H. Horne, Surg. &c. 
5, Gerrard-street, Soho, 
Jan. 14, 1835. 


Formulary.—Take three times the quan- 
tity of the best opium, reduced to fine 
powder, that is ordered by the London 
Pharmacopaia, for two pints of tincture. 
Add tothe opium two pints of dilute acetic 
acid. Aiter they have digested a few 
hours, add to them six or eight pints of 
rectified spirits of wine. Macerate about 
seven days, and then carefully filter, in 
order to separate the insoluble parts cf the 
opium. Introduce the liquor into a retort, 
accurately closed, and distil off the spirit. 
The product in the retort, after the spirit 
| has all passed over, is the required acetum 
opii sedativum. 
If the distillation be carefully conducted, 
e result will always prove of one uni- 


th 








* In commend :tion of the process and prepara- 
tion, | am proud to add the following valuable testi- 
}mony from Dr. Paris :—‘* To Mr. Horne.—Sir,—I 
do not see any objection to the process you have 
| suggested for obtaining an acetic selution of the 
jactive matter of opium. The prodact » certainly 
|highly distinguished by its narcotic odour and fla- 
vonr. | think it merits a trial, for we cannot be too 
| well provided with a variety of forms of so im- 
portant a medicine. Yours, &c., 

“JA, Panis. 
* Jan, 7, 1835." 
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form strength. 1 N| will be equivalent to the other hand, if, during the last thirty- 
iij minims Tincture Opii, free trom spirit; §). years, it has done nothing for medi- 


nd will keep, unchangeable, fi inde- 
aanias!' © tos 2 Ay Ame 8 cine,—if it has rendered the Museum use- 


The Acetum Opii Sedativum will _be less by the non-production of a printed 


found to be the same as, or very similar . 
to, Mr. Battley’s Lig. Opii Sedatirus (ex- catalogue, and the destruction of a manu- 


cept in its strength, which latter falls short, script guide to its eontents,—if it has 
according to the opinion of our most able afforded no protection to the members of 


experimentalists, as nearly j to ij, instead . : 
of j to iij), a preparation too well known ‘he commonalty in the rightful exercise of 
to require description, except in regard their professional duties, and if, from the 
to its mode of formation, which the pre oparacte ‘ 
r, in spite of his ranking as a scientific . . 4 ond ae of the charter, it ie 
ruggist, has hitherto kept a profound se- Ot in a condition to afford them protec- 
cret. Should this slight effort of mine be tion,—those who contend that the present 


ject. in part, will be attained,” 8y8tem of governing the College demands 


The rationale of the process may be no change, must either be blind to the true 
briefly stated, as follows:—The acetic jnterestsof the profession, or must expect 


acid unites with the morphine of the opium, ‘ aaa 
forming an acetate of morphia, which is *®#t their own individual welfare will be 


held in solution by the diluted acid; the promoted by the partial and unjust pro- 

remaining ingredients of the opium, acted ceeding of the Council 

on by the rectified spirits of wine, are ex- ee ae ' : 

tracted, and detained by the acid, afterthe | Until within a very recent period, our 

ra“ has been ag om wn, I ej be municipal corporations were regarded as 

appy to give a fuller description, if re- , 2 on 

pes» by any of your numerous corre- | models of jugt organization for regulating 

spondents, should the subject be consi- commercial interests and policy. But the 

dered of sufficient interest to be allowed growing intelligence of the nation, aided 

to excite inquiry in your useful and scien- 

tific Journal. by the efforts of the press, detected many 
abuses in those “ perfect” establishments. 

SS ————~ | Defects being once exposed, suspicion was 


THE LANCET awakened, and a general scrutiny into 


their affairs was demanded. And what is 
the result of the inquiry ? Precisely what 
all reasonable men expected, viz. proofs 
a that wherever the principle of self-elec- 
Wuewn it is alleged that the system of! tion has been in operation, the proceed- 
government in the College of Surgeons in ings have been so contrived as to benefit 
London requires no change, every reason- the governors to the injury of the go- 
able man must feel inclined to ask,— What verned. Hence the question now at issue 
has that College accomplished for the pro- throughout the country, between medical 
fession since the charter which it now reformers and the managers of our Col- 
possesses was granted to that body in the leges, and between the reformers gene- 
year 1800? If we were to assume, or (to | rally and the governors of municipal and 
use a stronger term) to admit, that the| other corporations, is simply this, Shall 
College has acted as a constant stimulus to| the exclusive or the democratic principle 
professional exertion,—that it has inspired| henceforth prevail in the government of 
the minds of men of genius, and thus pro-| our national institutions ? 
moted advantageous discoveries in medi- | On putting this question to the mem- 
cine,— then we should not be devoid of | bers of the medical profession at this im- 
arguments fayouring the perpetuity of the portant crisis in their affairs, we would 
existing mode of managing its affairs. Om! implore them to reflect on what has been 
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the conduct, not of any particular College 
or Company, but’ of all the Colleges of 
Physicians and Surgeons, and the Com- 
panies of Apothecaries, in the empire. 
Having thus induced that train of thought 
which, if it be zealously pursued, is sure 
to lead to the goal of truth, we would in- 
quire of our scrutinizing friends, whether 
they can believe that establishments pos- 
sessing so much power under the sanc- 
tion of the law, and such immense masses 
of wealth collected from candidates for 
diplomas and licenses, would have con- 
tinued, to the present day, the pests or 
the opprobria of the profession, if, by re- 
flecting the opinions of the many instead 
of the prejudices of the few, their affairs 
had been directed in obedience to the 
growing intelligence of the times in which 
we live. The reply to this question will 
show that a reconstruction of the charters 
of our medical colleges, is a subject which 
involves the preservation of health or the 
propagation of disease. In a word, it is a 
national question of life and death. 

Whatever, therefore, may be the dispo- 
sition of any particular ministry relative 
to this subject, the positive wants of the 
community are such, that public opinion 
will and must carry forward the discussion 
of medical reform to a salutary and trium- 
phant result. Those medical reformers, 
therefore, who are disposed to shrink un- 
der the present aspect of affairs, are only 
infants in the cause of medical reform. 
They cannot be fortified by a full know- 
ledge of the calamities to which the pre- 
sent system has given birth. Medical 
hospitals are controlled by men who know 
nothing of medical science, and medical 
colleges are governed by individuals who 
understand no interests but those of their 
own pockets. 

Long enough had the members of the 
profession maintained a dogged silence 
under the afflictions caused by these abo- 
minations, but in 1826 they spoke out 





with effect; and the complaints which 
they so justly urged on that occasion have 
since been enforced with vigour and suc- 
cess in the House of Commons. The 
subject of medical reform is not now left 
to be discussed by those gentlemen only 
to whom an unjust suspicion may attribute 
a feeling of greedy self-advantage, but it 
has recently engaged much of the atten- 
tion of some of the most enlightened men 
in the kingdom, and it is admitted in 
every enlightened society that if a reform, 
commensurate with the utility of medi- 
cine and the respectability of medical 
practitioners, be not accomplished, and 
speedily too, the failure will be owing to 
the supineness of those very individuals 
who have, without intermission, suffered 
from the neglect, and frequently from the 
insults, of the monopolists who rule in our 
medical colleges and corporations. Take 
the case of the College in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields. There are nearly seven thousand 
members belonging to that institution, 
and there is a governing body in the Col- 
lege, consisting of twenty-one individuals; 
but although by the terms of the charter 
those two divisions make one incorpo- 
ration, yet the twenty-one are intrusted 
with the entire control of the institution ; 
while, in consequence of the latter being 
empowered to fill up all vacancies in the 
Council, whether caused by death or by 
resignation, no reformer is ever admitted 
toa share in the government of the Col- 
lege, at the same time that individuals 
wholly devoid of talent, and apostates 
destitute of all principle, are readily 
elected into the body of the rulers. Be- 
tween the commonalty and such a Council 
there can be no reciprocity of interests, 
no harmony of feeling. On the contrary, 
sources of strife and discontent are ever 


opening to the view of the persecuted 
majority. At last, becoming reckless from 
the impunity with which the misdeeds of 
years have been perpetrated, the Council 
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treat even the Legislature of the nation | ruptionists. Above all thing let the 
with contumely, exhibiting towards the | members of the profession state their 
Parliament a degree of disrespect which , grievances in a clear and defined manner 
is quite equal to their contempt for the |to those members of the new Parliament 
feelings of the commonalty,—the appoint- | with whom they may happen to come in 
ment of a committee in the House of | contact, either in the social circle, or 
Commons for instituting an inquiry into | While in the discharge of their medical 
medical abuses having been followed by | duties. By observing this line of con- 
an immediate appropriation of the funds | duct after the general election of 1832, 
of the College towards enlarging a build- they secured the appointment of a medical 
ing which had never, since its first erec- | commission in the House of Commons, 
tion, been employed to effect a single | without opposition, and almost without 
useful purpose! | discussion ; and by a renewal of their ad- 
Thus the very legislature was challenged | | mirable exertions at this juncture, they 
by this insolent council of twenty-one | will obtain for the “ Report” of their able 
persons. As for consulting the common. | @dvocate, Mr. Warsvrton, such a fa- 
alty on the policy of making any altera- | Vourable reception as must lead to the 
tion in the structure of the building, and | enactment of a statute which will at once 
expending the funds of the College in annihilate the abuses, and consolidate the 
prosecuting such a scheme,—thaf was an best interests of the profession. Each 


act of consideration wholly out of the | medical practitioner in the kiogdom ought 
to consider that the success of the cause 





question. In fact, without recapitulating 
our long list of grievances, it may be 
affirmed, that the College, since its first | he should act accordingly, 
institution, has on the one hand been con- | 


depends on his individual exertions, and 


verted into an exclusive instrument of 
professional advancement and pecuniary | We regret to say that the cholera, 
advantage to the hospital surgeons of the which, during the whole of the past year, 
metropolis, and their relatives and fa- has been more or less prevalent in the 
vourites ; and, on the other, a means of middle and southern parts of France, has 
injury and insult to thousands of the com- | broken out at Marseilles with a degree of 
monalty. | violence which occasions much uneasiness, 
Where, then, is the knavish dolt to be We gather the following particulars from 
found who will contend that such a state a letter addressed by a physician on the 
of things shall be further endured? As- spot to the Academy of Medicine. 
suredly, public opinion will supply the; Since the year 1830, Marseilles and a 
appropriate remedy for the correction of great part of the surrounding country has 
such grievous wrongs, and it will do so’ suffered from excessive dryness and heat. 
through the interference of the legis- During the whole of last winter rain fell 
lature. only on one day: the heat of summer 
But it is necessary that public opinion,— amounted to 24° or 26° of Reaumur (90* 
founded at once on motives of benevo- | Fahrenheit). On the 11th of December 
lence, and an unconquerable hatred of frost set in; the cold was 2° or 3° of 
corporate monopoly, should not be allowed | Reauinur ; the weather became very foggy. 
to flag, or be diverted from the proper On the 11th of December the first case 
points of attack and defence, by the in- .was recognised, in the person of a la- 
trigues and misrepresentations of the cor- |bourer, 7] years of age, who was pre- 





594 DISPLAY OF FEELING AMONGST THE 


viously enfeying perfect health, and living several social orations. They appear re- 
in a very wholesome situation. He died solved, indeed, on making the most of 
in 30 hours. On the Mth, his friend, a “he “ godsend ;” and are now surfeiting 


young man who had attended him during siatthes ph it mg bs eo 


his illness, was himself seized and died. course of public and private life, the com- 
The female servant was attacked also with mencement of a new era of misrule and 
cholerine, but recovered. On the 22nd two domination is spoken of in the undisguised 
new cases occurred in a different quarter language, and with the offensive air, of 
of the town. A banker, who was seized ticipated triumph. The conversation of 
Gime Gdansk to the mareien, Ged at the dinner-table, the consultations of the 
nhs o'clock in the evenin and another | ¢k-chamber, pepe sorcem. hyrramnt 
, f ee f of the street and the news-room, are con- 
patient, 57 years of age, died in thirteen ducted under the formidable auspices of 
hours. It is unnecessary for us to add fur- the “ mace,” and the “ sword;” and all 
ther details. During the space of eighteen thc reasoning on the fatuity of such hopes 
days, fifteen people were attacked, thirteen i silenced at once by the compendious 
of whom died: of the two remaining, one “S"e"t of a threat of “ the Duke” and 
? : the “Horse Guards.” Even at this early 
only is oun bel danger. It is remarkable, period of hostilities, the Irish capital pre- 
that this time the cholera has attacked gents a theoretical demonstration of the 
by preference the classes of society whose “club-law” of conservatism, which leaves 
circumstances are the most easy, and who'no room for doubting the extent and 
reside in the most healthy parts of the (uality of its practical operation. 
city. Not one of those who dwell in the The feelings, however, in which this 


’ insolent exultation originates, are by no 
poor and dirty streets had been attacked | weans of an unmixed character. The 


up to the period of the present NEWS. misgivings with which they are mingled, 
The prisons and hospitals were also free. ‘though sought to be suppressed, cannot 
be entirely concealed by the most active 

asta agents in this transient interlude of the 

‘great and impassible drama of modern 

Tue dismissal of the late ministry by | pegeneration. In the intermissions of their 
the King, communicated a timely impulse wild and intemperate excitement, they 
to the drooping spirits of the medical see that the arch of their hope is crossed 


monopolists of Dublin. Deprived, for some | by many an obstrusive shadow of doubt; 


time back, of that tacit incentive to the|"D#t their present elation borders too 


. | closely on the precipice to permit them to 
chase of power which a Tory gov meeetigse indulge in the distant vistas of monopoly 


has ever tended to create in the haunts of | without painful apprehensions from the 

corruption, they lacked the spirit to pro-| contiguity of the chasm. This fatal re- 

secute their schemes of aggrandizement flection saddens every vision of their cor- 
| 

with their usual activity. The presence rupt expectancy. The melancholy thought 


of a liberal cabinet in St. James's cast a | ‘hat “ all this may not be,” damps every 


gloom over the energies of the executive | "rt of their dieting Mierhy; ant 


: manifests itself now and then,— 
of St. Stephen's Green and Sir Parricx | 
Dun’s; and confined their exertions 
within the limits of a moody and discon- 
tented resistance to improvement. Anj|In short, the wretched expectations of 


“ In smiles that might as well be tears, 
Se faint, so sad their beaming.” 








event, consequently, which was so likely to 
be regarded by them as well calculated to 
restore their confidence in security, was 
hailed with delight, and it has, we under- 
stand, been commemorated already in 





the monopolists are based on the unstable 
foundation of an hypothesis. The mono- 
syllabic barrier of an “ If” stands between 
them and the complete enjoyment of a 
disastrous impossibility. 
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In the conducting of the recent elections 
at the College of Surgeons, the phases of 
this vicious contention of the passions 
were particularly remarkable. The wishes 
and the fears of the monopolists presented 
a ludicrous contrast. With one hand they 
motioned from all parts of the country 
those dependants whom they have located 
in every medical situation of any value in 
Ireland, to put down by a display of phy- 
sical force the growth of liberalism in the 
capital ; while with the other they placed 
in the chair of the Vice-President of the 


ter who have, as if by accident (we allude 
to Mr. Avams and Mr. Macpowe1, of the 
Richmond Hospital), obtained places in the 
courts, will continue to act with men 
whom they know to be their opponents in 
principle and interest, is yet to be decided. 
If they do so, they will disappoint many 
friends who consider their resignation, 
under existing circumstances, to be a ne- 
cessary act of duty. As to Mr, Wurre, 
and the other willing tools of corruption, 
they, of course, will serve the period of 
official degradation for which they have 





College the well-battered Mr. Frank | sought, and for which they have been 
Waire, as a sort of “scape-goat” to| elected. Let not, however, the supposed 
save them from the imputation of il- | (the momentary) triumph of this faction 
liberality on the return of a reforming | dispirit the friends of medical reform and 
ministry to power. About ninety voted | social improvement in Ireland; some of 
there -a “ gathering” of the members of | whom, from our correspondence in that 
that body, such as we do not recollect at country, we are surprised to find, have 
any former meeting. The deeds of the day | ; taken alarm at the suspec ted interruption 
were worthy of the assemblage. The to the progress of their principles by the 
courts of assistants and of censors are now , changes in the political world. Excited 
purified, as we expected, from all objec- | by the magnified and ill-designed repre- 
tionable materials ; and Messrs. Jacon, | sentations of the organs of party, they are 
Patmer, &c., the portions cast off by filled with anxiety about the result of a 
the conservative vat itself in its former conflict of opinions, the very nature of 
fermentations, have been restored to that | | Which should preclude all doubt of the 
honour from which, in justice to their | final issue. Such timidity may be excusa- 
fitness for its enjoyment, they should | ple inthe multitude. In the followers of 
never have been degraded. truth it is quite unwarrantable. Are they 

In recording the re-election of these | not yet aware how far forward they have 
gentlemen, we presume we convey a suffi- | }cen carried by their own exertions,—in 
ciently intelligible account of the proceed- | what position they stand in relation to the 
ings, without entering into details. The difficulties which have been, and the few 
general complexion of the business trans- that are yet to be, surmounted? Scylla 
acted may be easily inferred from this and Charybdis are passed, and the smooth- 
specimen. For this purpose even the aged | ness of the sea, and the self-gratulation of 
L'EstranGe was, we had almost said, triumph, had lulled them into a deceptive 
exhumed, and brought to the table, totake | expectation of escaping from future inter- 
instructions for the ballot, and thus to|ruptions; suddenly a squall frets the sails, 
close his career by an act worthy of his | or some monster of the deep appears along- 
professional life! “ Even in our ashes,” | side, and they awake in terror that all is 
says the poet, “live our wonted fires.” | lost, forgetting that they are still the ar- 
For the last twenty years, during which time | chitects of the vessel on which they stand, 
this man has been regularly a/manacked as that the energies by which it has been 
one of the “ surgeons” of Mercers’ Hos-| constructed are at least indestructible. If 
pital, he has never prescribed for, or ope-| there ever was an occasion on which an 
rated on, a single patient in that institu-| unworthy want of confidence in them- 
tion: and yet, with all this, as notorious as/| selves should be visited on the scientific 
it is disgraceful to British law, this old | men of Britain with punishment, that oc- 
man is forced on the stage to consecrate | casion is certainly the present; for never 
his latest breath to the support of the | had they less cause for doubting of the at- 
cause of abuse and corruption. | tainment of their objects, and the speedy 

Whether the one or two men of chevac- and complete success of the’: principles. 
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New “ Poare-Caustiave,” ror THE 
Urernra.—At the mecting of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences of the Sth of January, 
M. Tancnov presented a new instrument 
calculated to introduce* caustic into the 
urethral canal without any of those in- 
conveniences common to most others. 

It is composed of a common porte- 
caustique, but this is mounted on a wire- 
spring stalk, which permits it to turn 
in every direction without injuring the 
canal: besides, it is directed on a blunt- 
pointed stylet which advances before it: 
thus, first, the danger of making a false 
passage is avoided; and, secondly, the 
caustic is applied in:mediately upon the 
point where the surgeon desires to act.— 
Gaz. Med. 





CeSArEAN Oreration.—On the 20th 
of December last, at seven o'clock pr. »., 
Professor Sroirz, of Strasbourg, perform- 
ed this operation on a female, 26 years 
of age, whose height did not exceed 44 
inches: the antero-postcrior diameter of 


the pelvis was estimated at two inches| 


anda half. The child was extracted alive 
and healthy, and four days after the ope- 
ration, the patient was in a most favour- 
able state.—French Gazette. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
STONE IN A CHILD—LATERAL SECTiON— 
FATAL RESULT. 


Ow Saturday, the 3rd instant, a good 
deal of interest was excited in this insti- 
tution, by the case of T. Stone, a leuco- 
phlegmatic little boy, about six years old. 
The patient was admitted under the care 
of Mr. Gurnair, by whom the case was 
transferred to Mr. Hate Tuomson, the 
assisthnt-surgeon. A consultation was! 
held on it afterwards, and the lateral ope- 
ration resolved upon. It being generally | 
reported that this operation was the first! 
lithotomic effort of Mr. Tnomson, a pretty | 
full assembly of visitors was formed in the | 


. | 
theatre at the hour appointed. At one) 


forceps with grent facility. The ramue- 
culus bulbosos was divided, and about an 
ounce of blood lost. The whole time con- 
sumed in the « peration, from the first in- 
cision till the extraction of the stone, was 
three minutes. A plug of lint, saturated 
‘in oil, was now introduced into the wound 
| — secundum methodum Westmonasteriensem 
—with a view of preventing the escape of 
urine from the bladder for a few hours, in 
order that time might be given for the 
exudation of lymph upon the surface of 
the wound, and thus the absorption of the 
excretory fluid by the cellular tissue be 
prevented. The successful conclusion of 
the operation was marked by a round of 
applause. The patient having drunk a 
| Wineglassful of wine-and-water, p.@., was 
removed to his bed. The stone was a 
|cube of 128 X6 lines, and composed of 
triple phosphate lamine laid on a sup- 
poscd lithic acid nucleus. 

This was Mr. Tuomson’s first public 
effort at this hazardous operation, and in 
the opinion of the bystanders he displayed 
a sufficiency of the Celsian quality, the 
manu strenva, stabili, nec unquem infre- 
miscente—to place him high amongst the 
lithotomists of the metropolis. Of the 
antecedent history of the casc, we have 
| gleaned the following particulars :—For 
}nearly two years the boy had been fre- 
| quently observed to pull at the prepuce. 
; This circumstance seems to have attracted 
; but little notice. About this period itap- 
| pears that he received a blow upon the 
| loins in falling down-stairs. Three months 
|ago micturition became painful and fre- 
_ quent, the urine grew scanty and of a red- 
dish colour, and deposited mucus. For 
some minutes before he could succeed in 
passing his urine, he used to complain of 
a severe pain in the glans penis, and this 
continued during the evacuation, but al- 
most immediately afterwards subsided. 

During the night, especially, this pain 
almost amounted to agony, and he seldom 
rested longer than an hour without having 
a strong desire to make water. The pa- 
tient was for some time under the care of 
a surgeon, who reports that the urine was 
for a long while voided in small quantities, 
was very viscid, and apparently a mixture 


; 





o'clock the little fellow was brought into! of mucus, blood, and pus ; it was not alka- 
the theatre, and after the preliminary ar-| line nor more acid than natural. A sound 
rangements of posture, &c., Mr. Tuomson | was passed two or three times. At one 
made the usual incision in the perineum ;| time a calculus could be distinctly heard; 
upon the third incision, the point of the/at another no indicative sound was audi- 
knife reached the groove of the staff; the ible. On the 9th December 1831, the hoy 
bistouri cachce was then introduced, and| was admitted into St. Margaret’s Wari, 
a free opening made, which was followed} where at once the existence of calculus 
by a copious flux of urine. The operator! was recognised by Mr. Taomsow and his 
having introduced the index of the right colleagues. Since the patient’s admittance, 
hand, and ascertained the position of the|a mild aperient has been occasionally ad- 
celevlus, removed it by means of the) ministered, and alkali, combined with 














STONE IN A CHILD.—WART ON THE LIP. 597 


h given to allay the irritation 
at 

In the course of the evening of Saturday 
some irritation was evident in the bladder; 
a few leeches were consequently applied 
to the hypogastrium. This step was at- 
tended with some alleviation, but in the 
course of the night and subsequent morn- 
ing alarming symptoms of irritative de- 
bility were developed, which were in vain 
combated by the exhibition of stimulants, 
&c. On Monday he died of asthenia. 

On Wednesday the 7th January a public 
autopsy was made in the operation theatre 
by Drs. Topp and Banua™ in the pre- 
sence of several practitioners and pupils. 

The abdomen was the part first opened. 
The viscera of this region were particu- 
larly exsanguineous, but the larger venous 
tubes were distended. The ¢all-bladder 
was full of bile of a very sombre hue, but 
no obstruction of its duct existed. In 
other respects there was nothine remark- 
able in these organs. On descending 
into the pelvis an ecchymosis, which 
Dr. Topo pronounced to be singular, 
was discovered in the pelvic cellular 
tissue of both sides, but this was ex- 
ceedingly slight, and was but an evi- 
dence of the extreme feebleness of the 
child’s fibre. The capillaries of the third 
portion of the rectum were a good deal 
injected in its anterior phase. ‘he blail- 
der being removed from its attachments 
with great care, was found generally 
thickened, all its tunics being preternatu- 
rally adherent to each other, and even 
confused. The capacity of the organ was 
obviously very much diminished. 

The mucous membrane was much 
injected, and its ruge had, from long-con- 
tinued disease, taken on a fungous charac- 
ter, and, projecting into the chamber of 
the bladder, presented the appearance 
which the French pathologists have 
named the colonnes vesicales. The Icft 
kidney was perfectly healthy, but in the 
right the pelvis, and a part of the ureter, 
were more capacious than natural. The 
incision through the cervix of the bladder 
and prostate gland, exhibited clearly the 
invasion which inflammation had made in 
the structures composing those parts, all 
being almost amalgamated into one non- 
descript substance. So feeble was the re- 
siliency of the patient's constitution, that no 
attempt had been made to effuse coagulable 
lymph on any part of the incised surface. 
it has been reported that the rectum was 
wounded, but this is decidedly an error, 
arising from the circumstance of the rec- 
tum expelling its contents per anum at the 


moment the primary incision was made. | 


The post-mortem inspection exhibited the 
rectum unburt by the knife. The thora- 


cic viscera were perfectly natural, and in 
the brain, which was carefully examined 
by Dr. Banuam, there was nothing wor- 
thy of note, except that the sinuses and 
larger venous trunks were unusually cis- 
tended with gore. 

It is right to observe, with regard to this 
operation, that much time and attention 
were thrown away by the principal in the 
preliminary steps, such as the tying down 
the patient, passing the staff, &c. This 
appears to be a task more properly be- 
longing to the assistants than to the ope- 
rator, who ought to have nothing to dis- 
tract his mind or energy fromthe primary 
essential duties of the operation. In 
France, we know it was the practice of 
Derevuyvrrenx, Lisrranec, and others, to 

ive all the subsidiary dutics, whether 
antecedent or consequent, to two especial 
assistants, appointed for the occasion. 
Thus the tying of arteries, the fixation of 
caleuli, the final dressing, &c., are taken 
off the hands of the surgeon. 

We are sorry to have to animadvert on 
the bad taste which has of late been fre- 
quently exhibited amongst the visitors at 
this theatre, and exemplified in the highly 
injudicious practice of applauding the 
operator in the course of or at the conclu- 
sion of his labours. Where, except in their 
own cockpit, the men of Westminster 
could have imbibed this gladiatorial habit 
we know not, but certainly it is worthy 
only of the demoralized inmates of a Ro- 
man circus. Even putting out of sight the 
inhumanity of such demonstrations, at a 
time when a fellow-creature is writhing 
in acute agony, the ill effect which any 
expression of fecling dy an assembly must 
produce upon the nerves of the most in- 
trepid surgeon at a critical moment, niust 
be obvious to every reilecting mind, sa- 
peradding, as it does, to the natural diffi- 
culty of the surgeon’s duty, the intense 
excitement of a public exhibition. 





NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 


Saturpay, Jan. 10th, 1835. — Mr. Las- 
TON this day removed a warly eacrescence 
from the lower lip of a middle-aged man. 

The lip being held by the left hand, kept 
on the stretch by an assistant, a bistoury 
was passed through it, at the lower extent 
of the tumour, and carried obliquely up- 
wards on each side, enclosing it in a V- 
shaped incision. The cut edges were then 
brought together by two sewing-needles, 
with the twisted suture. Mr. Liston re- 
marked that there could be no doubt of 
the propriety of the operation; for though 
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the tumour occasioned little inconveni- 
ence at it would extend, and ulti- | 
mately and would then require | 
a much more severe operation, and great 
deformity would de the consequence. With 
regard to the cause, he said that it was most | 
likely produced by smoking a short pipe. | 
Mr. Listo* .en observed, that the instru- 
ments required for an operation like the 
present were very simple, being a bis- 
toury, pins, and sutures. There were 
many different kinds of forceps for hold- 
ing the lip while cutting it, which he would 
show at another opportunity; but he ad- 
vised them always to use their fingers, if 
possible, in preference to instruments, 
many of which were invented only for 
those whose fingers were useless. He 
(Mr. Liston) had endeavoured all his life 
to simplify modern ¢rea/ment, apparatus, 
and operations. 

Previous to the operation, Professor. 
Coorer entered the theatre, and infor- | 
med the pupils that the University had 
already, a8 they were aware, received a 
verbal recognition of the Hospital, from | 
the Council of the College of Surgeons ; 
but that he now held in his hand the 
written one. ( Applause.) 

Mr. Liston then proceeded to deliver 
his clinical lecture, which we have re- 
ported at page 582. 


CASE OF DIABETES MELLITUS AT THF 
NOTTINGHAM INFIRMARY. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Srr,—In the notice to correspondents 
in your last week’s Number, there is a 
statement from Dr. J. M. Davidson, our 
“senior” physician, accusing me of hav- 
ing published a case of diahetes mellitus 
in Tue Lancet, which had been under 
his care in the General Hospital, without 
his “ sanction ;” the inference from which, ' 
I suppose, is, that I have made an im- 
proper use of his case-book. This, I beg | 
distinctly to state, is untrue, and Dr. J. M. 
Davidson knows it to be so. 

“Sanction” appears to be rather a 
stilted term even for a “senior” physi- 
cian to apply to a junior; but let that 

. Dr. J. M. D. also complains that 
the history of his treatment of the case 
alluded to is not correct :—the answer to 
this is, that it was copied verbatim from 
Dr. J. M. D.’s case-book by one of the ap- 

rentices to the Hospital. I should be 
inclined to suppose, that in the grave 
“senior’s” estimation its perfect accuracy 
is its greatest fault. 


is no one who will be happier 
more 


There 
than myself to see published the 
extended history of the case, which 


Dr. 
Joeied Rip ER GS ee 
assure him, he has my full “ sanc- 


cian. 1 remain, your very 


R. Hurentnson. 
Nottingham, Jan. 13th, 1835. 


*,* As we publish this letter without 
abridgment, we think it right to extract 
from the letter of Dr. Davidson a few ad- 
ditional sentences, that Dr. D. may not 
consider himself unfairly treated. He re- 
marked, “ My colleague, who communi- 
cated the case to you, employed one of the 
apprentices of the hospital to transcribe 
the rough notes contained in my hospital 
case-book, without having obtained my 
sanction or asked my permission! There 
are, moreover, some egregious blunders 
in the transcription of these very imper- 
fect notes. For instance, on one occasion, 
I am represented as having directed Mist. 
Crot. (Crete) 0j; Tinct Opii f. 3ij; Acidi 
Hydrocyanici f. 3}, fo be taken three times 
aday! The only interesting feature in 
the case is the milky appearance of the 
serum of the blood abstracted, together 
with the chemical results obtained by my 
friend Mr. Grisenthwaite, which are but 
imperfectly described by my colleague. 
I scarcely need remind your readers, that 
this appearance has been before observed 
in diabetes, as well as in other diseases 
bearing no other resemblance to it.”—With 
regard to blunders in the transcription, 


jwe shall be glad to correct any which 


appear, but at present can only refer to 
the statement in the foregoing letter 
of Dr. Hutchinson, observing, that the 
printed “ notes” of the case are a literal 


,copy (with a readily detectable clerical 


error or two) of the manuscript forwarded 
to us. Respecting the absence of all 
“sanction,” for its publication, we must 
say, that while we are not surprised at 
the employment of the word, we greatly 
regret that the clasps of hospital case- 
books are not yet considered free to be un- 
has by any professional man who is 


which they conceal.—Ep. L. 


qualified to peruse and comprehend the 
_information 
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SIRS H, HARDINGE AND J. M‘GRIGOR. Hosuovse, of Bath. The firat gentleman 
— claimed and obtained the support of the 
To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. | estate and Mr. Duncompe and Mr. 
el intercepted letters WAKLEY offered themselves as reformers. 
= Sey number of your Mr. Hospnovuse had twice been rejected 
Journal, dated 27th December, congratu- *% @ candidate at Bath, in consequence . 
lations are offered to the Director-General Vacillation in his political principles, and 
of the Army Medical Department, on the POW sought the suffrages of the electors 
appointment of Major-General Sir Henry Finsbury under promises to support in 
Hardinge to the Chief Secretaryship of the House of Commons several of the 
Ireland, in place of being sent to the War leading questions urged by the friends of 
Office, where he formerly acquitted bim- the people in that assembly. Mr. Hos- 
self in a manner not less distinguished for | 40CS® did not appear in the Borough an- 
proper retrenchment, than for a conscien- til after Mr. WaKLEy's determination to 
tious and upright liberality ; especially to Contest the election with Mr. Sergeant 
the medical officers of the army, to whom | SPANKIE had been made known. De- 
he was the cause of a boon being granted ceived by the “ positive assurances of per- 
which they will ever most gratefully re- 5°" whose authority appeared to him to 
collect. be indisputable,” (Mr. H.’s letter, January 
Why the Director-General should be 12th,) Mr. Hopnouse declared in all 
supposed to dread Sir Henry's return to be that _ aa ae of — 
- ~oniec. # larger number of votes than either Mr. 
the War Office, I am at a loss to conjec Waonsse or -Guaeet Geaman, ant 


ture; unless it is from a sense of the 
shameful way in which he (the Director. "8d, through every public medium with- 
iin his influence, the retirement of Mr. 


; ) 
pers th eed spiealeun a! bi = from yo nn Pm ym in the 
in giving promotion to several indivi-|"¢"', however, and supported by a very 
rm or merits were only known to ' powerful and faithful body of electors, 
himself, and by which they are receiving | Mr. Waktey declined compliance with 
a retired pay which is greater than their | the request, but publicly announced his 
full or working pay ever amounted to. An Willingness to forego his claims on the 
instance of as profligate an abuse of pa- electors the moment Mr. Hossovusr 
tronage as perhaps ever was committed, could satisfactorily prove that his reasons 
and which cannot in these times be too) °F believing that Mr. Wak.ey would not 
strongly held up to public reprobation. jobtain a majority of the votes, were cor- 
I now venture to assert, and I do so Tc 
without fear of contradiction, that the great, This Mr. Hosnovuse failed to do, and, 
body of the medical department regret that accordingly, the four candidates attended 
the experienced and worthy major-general at the hustings on Islington Green, on 
has not returned to the office for which Wednesday, January the 7th, and were 
he proved himself so well calculated ; and, severally put in nomination to represent 
farther, that if the sense of the body was the metropolitan district of Finsbury in 
taken, it would give them much satisfac- Parliament, when, after each candidate 
tion to publicly express themselves tothat had addressed the assembly on the Green 
effect, did they not know that such pro- (about ten thousand in number), the show 
ceedings (however they may be tolerated of hands was declared by the returning 
in some quarters) are in direct violation | officer (Mr. RapHakst) to be in favour of 
of his Majesty’s regulations. I am, Sir, Mr. Waxiey and Mr. Duncomas. On 


your obedient servant, |this occasion one hand was exhibited for 
VERITAS. , Mr. Sergeant Spanxtie, about twenty for 
Dublin, Jan. 3, 1835. iM Mr. Hosuovuse, and many thousands for 


Mr. Wak ey and Mr. Duncomspe. The 

. \two former candidates then demanded a 

ORT : | poll, which was appointed to he taken 

FINSBURY ELECTION. ‘during the two following days, Thursday 
jand Friday, the 8th and 9th instant. 





As a sequel to the notices of this elec- | 
tion hitherto given in the pages of Tur! During the first hour of the former day 
Lancer, we record the following outline) Mr. Hossovuse had a considerable ma- 
of the events which attended its progress jJority over Mr. Wak cey, but from eleven 
according to the forms of law :— | o'clock until four the votes for Mr. Wak- 

Four candidates entered the field,—Mr. | Ley exceeded, and rapidly increased over, 
Sergeant Spanxie and Mr. Duncomse, | those of Mr. Hosnovse, and at the close 
jneees for vhe Borough in the last Par-| of the poll on that day the numbers stood 
liament), Mr. Waxvey, and Mr. H. W.|thus:— 
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Mr. Wakley ....... 2007 
Sergeant Spankie 
Mr. Hobhouse .......... 1469 

The resignation of Mr. Hopnovse was 
then universally demanded by the re- 
formers, but without avail, the committee 
of that gentleman, with his concurrence, 
declaring, both in private communications, 
and by public advertisement on Friday 
morning, that “ the Tory being defeated, 
and the contest now lying between Mr. 
Hosnovse and Mr. Wax.ey, Mr. Hos- 
Hovse felt it his duty to keep the poll 
open to the latest hour.” * 

However, at half-past eleven on the Fri- 
day morning, the majority for Mr. Wax- 
Ley had so largely increased, that Mr. 
Hosaovse announced his intention forth- 
with to resign, in the following words : — 
“Mr. Hosnovss feeling that he has now 
kept the poll open long enough to enable 
the electors of Finsbury to signify their 
choice between Mr. Wak ey and himself, 
and being unwilling to offer any fac- 
tious opposition, has resigned the contest. 
Central Committee Room, half-past eleven 
a.m.” The polling at that time stood as 
follows :— 


Mr. Duncombe 

Mr. Wakley 

Sergeant Spankie 

Mr. Hobhouse 

At four o’clock on the same afternoon 

the poll finally closed, and the next day, 
at twelve o'clock, on Islington Grecn, the 
returning officer declared the election to 
have fallen on Mr. Duxncompe and Mr 
Wak ey, the subjoined summary of the 
votes, taken from the official books, being 
exhibited :— 

Mr. Duncombe 

Mr. Wakley 

Mr. Spankie 

Mr. Hobhouse 


Majority for the reform candidates, 


The representatives for the borough 
then addressed the electors, of whom an 
immense assemblage was present, and re- 
turned thanks for the support they had 
received. The following letter was sub- 
sequently published in the newspapers by 
Mr. WakiEy :— 


“To the Independent Electors of the great 
Metropolitan District of Finsbury. 

“ Gentlemen,— After an arduous contest, 

carried on under circumstances of peculiar 

difficulty and excitement, you have elected 


* Advertisement in daily morning papers, Jan. 9, 


FINSBURY ELECTION.— BOOKS. 


| me one of your Representatives in Parlia- 
ment. The station thus conferred on me 
is the highest that can be awarded by any 
portion of my countrymen, and 

| the most exalted honour that an English- 


of my gratitude, therefore, in a public ad- 
vertisement, however extended, would be 
| made rather in accordance with custom 
| feelings on such an occasion. 
the sincerity of my professions, and the 
propriety of the selection you have made, 
can be proved only by my conduct in Par- 
liament. To that conduct I boldly and 
| cheerfully appeal, and have the honour to 
be, Gentlemen, your faithful and devoted 
servant, 
“Tromas WAKLEY. 
“ London, Jan. 12, 1835.” 


The district of Finsbury is the most 
| populous of the metropolitan districts, and 
|a larger number of votes were recorded at 
|the booths at this election than by any 
| other constituency in England since the 





' last dissolution of the Parliament, with the 
| exception of that of the city of London. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Cases of Cholera collected at Paris, in 
the Wards of Andral and Louis, at La 
_Pitie. By James Jackson, jun. Boston, 
| 1832. Royal 8vo, pp. 212. 

An Introductory Lecture on Diseases of 
the Eye, delivered at the Birmingham Eye 
Infirmary. By Rd. Middlemore, M.R.C.S. 


| 1834. 8vo, pp. 31. 
| Practical Observations on Cholera. By 


| Henry George. London. Churchill, 1834. 
| 8vo, pp. 45. 
On the best Mode of Treating Spasmo- 
dic Cholera. By G.S. Hawthorne, M.D. 
| Belfast Fever Hospital. London. 
| man. Svo, pp. 53. 
| Cataract; a Familiar Description of its 
Nature, Symptoms, and Ordinary Modes 
| of Treatment, particularly with reference 
to the Operation performed by the Author 
| at the Royal Infirmary for Cataract. By 
John Stevenson, Esq. M.R.C.S. London, 
1834. pp. 120. 
| An Introductory Lecture, intended as a 
recommendation to a more careful Inves- 
| tigation of the Constitutional Origin of 
| Local Diseases on Principles deduced from 
the Opinions of Hunter and Abernethy. 
| By George Macilwain, Finsbury Dispen- 
sary. London. Longman, 1834. 8vo, 
| pp. 35+ 





